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In the month of December, 1753, a few weeks after Brother 
Hocker had paid his second visit to the Coptic Patriarch, he set 
out for Constantinople, furnished with the needful letters of re- 
commendation from the different Consuls at Cairo. In the course 
of a somewhat tedious voyage in the Archipelago, the Ragusan 
ship, in which he had taken his passage, put into Smyrna. Of his 
visit to this city, he gives the following account :-— 

“I found comfortable accommodations at a French inn—visited 
several of the European residents, and a Greek Bishop. Hearing 
from the latter, that the old Bishop of Samos, who had formerly 
been in London, resided here, I called upon him. Thirty years 
had elapsed since he was in England ; but he delighted to relate 
many particulars, especially of his visits at Cambridge and Bath. 

“In order to obtain a view of the city and its environs, I 
ascended a hill. On it stands an old castle, where, report says, 
that Bishop Polycarp suffered martyrdom. The prospect from 
this spot is charming. ‘Toward the sea, the Franks have a very 
commodious street, and they enjoy here more liberty than in any 
other Turkish town I have seen, probably because they are not 
under the government of a Pasha, but immediately subject to the 
Sultan himself. Smyrna appears to be a prosperous mercantile 
city; but I could not help observing with pain, what spiritual 
darkness follows the removal of the candlestick of the Gospel. 
From hence I sailed, on March 29th, in a Turkish vessel, and, 
after some days, landed at Galata, from whence I went to Pera. 
Here no one would receive me into his house. I therefore ven- 
tured to go to the English ambassador, Mr. Porter, to whom I had 
& recommendation from Sir Luke Schaub, in London. I was well 
received, and, after reading the letter, and hearing the account I 
Vor. IV.—43 
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gave him of my plans, the ambassador offered me every assistance, 
and gave me a room in his house, and free access to his table.” 

Brother Hocker’s description of his abode in Constantinople, 
and the visits he paid to many persons of rank, to whom he was 
introduced by the ambassador, is omitted, as not containing any 
thing peculiarly interesting at this time. Every where, however, 
he endeavored to obtain information and advice concerning the 
proposed Mission to Abyssinia. 

He then proceeds -—“ The English ambassador, at length, pre- 
sented me with a firman, or Imperial passport; but, on my 
observing it was far from containing all I had wished, and that not 
a word was said concerning Abyssinia, he replied, he could not 
obtain more; but he gave me a recommendatory letter to the 
Prime Minister of Abyssinia, George Drago, containing all f 
desired, and signed by himself. He likewise procured one from 
the Grand Vizier to the Pasha of Jidda; and another to Ibrahim 
Kiaga, one of the most powerful Turkish officers in Egypt. ‘The 
aim of my abode in Constantinople being obtained, I returned to 
Alexandria, thankful to the Lorp for having given me favor with 
persons in Constantinople, who could render me assistance. On 
July 10th, I arrived in Egypt. The French captain would take 
no pay; and I was obliged to stay sometime on board on account 
of the plague in the Dardanelles, where the captain had landed. 
Had he not given me a free passage, I should have been in some 
distress for want of money. On the 13th, Mr. Brown came on 
board and bid me welcome; he took me on shore, and imsisted 
on my making his house my home. I remained in Alexandria 
four months, and practised as a physician, by which I obtained a 
livelihood ; but the time to travel into Abyssinia had passed by, 
for this year. Among my other patients was the president of the 
congregation De Propaganda Fide. With him I had been previ- 
ously acquainted, and, as he had told me that three Catholic 
priests had been stationed in Abyssinia by desire of the Emperor, 
but had now returned from thence, I was very desirous to know 
how they had fared. He related that they had suffered much on 
the journey, particularly at Massowa, where a Turk was the 
Abyssinian agent, and treated travellers with great rapacity. Here 
they had to wait long for leave to proceed; and on their journey 
from Massowa to Gondar, were in great danger on the high 
mountains, both from robbers and wild beasts. ‘Fhey found the 
immediate neighborhood of Gondar very [pleasant, the climate 
being delightfully cool and healthy, like spring. ‘Fhe Emperor 
of Abyssinia received them with great kindness, and lodged them 
in his palace ; but, after six months, he peremptorily ordered 
them to quit the country, as his own life was in danger on their 
account. They answered, that as the Emperor had invited them, 
they were commanded by the congregation De Propaganda Fide, 
to undertake the mission, and durst not return without an order 
from their superiors, but would rather loose their lives. The 
Emperor replied, that they should not suffer death, but that he 
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had reason to fear a general insurrection if he kept them longer at 
his court. They might, however, choose a residence in one of 
the provinces, for which he would give an order to the governor. 
They obeyed, and in two months, were recalled by the congrega- 
tion, as it now appeared, that they were only invited from worldly 
motives, and not permitted to act freely as Christian Missionaries. 
On their leaving the country, ten ounces of gold dust were given 
to them as journey money. These priests reported, that the 
country was very fruitful, but frequently devastated by immense 
swarms of locusts, which devoured all the produce, and sometimes 
created a famine. The account given of the quantity of gold and 
gold-dust possessed by the Emperor, was doubtless exaggerated. 
Physicians were not much employed, as the inhabitants used their 
own peculiar remedies ; and during the whole of their stay, they 
had little employment, and brought their medicines back. 

“On hearing this account, I thought—if the Lorp please, I will 
yet find out whether all this be true. 

“During my stay at Alexandria, two occurrences happened, 
which show the singular state of things in this country. About 
the time when the Mahomedans, with great eagerness, expected 
the conclusion of the Ramadan, which is announced by the firing 
of cannon as soon as the moon re-appears, a French brig ran into 
the harbor, and, as usual, fired several guns as a salute. The 
people thought it was the appointed signal, and great rejoicings 
took place ; but when the truth was discovered, they pretended 
that the captain did it in mockery of their religious customs, and 
fined him 100 sequins. 

“A boy, eight years old, the son of a Jew, being not well 
treated at home, took refuge in the Mahomedan proselytes’ house, 
and offered to change his religion, though, by the law, no one 
under 14 years of age may be admitted. The father, on applying 
for his son’s release, was obliged to pay a very large sum to 
obtain it. 

“I notice these circumstances, to show the injustice and rapacity 
of the Mahomedan authorities. 

“In December, I arrived again at Cairo. Meanwhile both the 
Turkish Sultan and Ibrahim Kiaga, had departed this life ; and, 
by their deaths, I lost all the advantage of my having been at 
Constantinople. Both the firman and my recommendatory letter 
to Ibrahim were invalid. Travelling was also rendered unsafe by 
banditti, and even in the neighborhood of the city there was dan- 
ger of being plundered. Nor was it safe to go even to Bulac or 
Old Cairo. The patrol of Janissaries, which had always an exe- 
eutioner in company, having been once defeated by the robbers, 
would no longer guard the roads. Considering all these circum- 
stances, I determined to return to Germany, and receive further 
instructions respecting the Mission. In the beginning of May, 
1755, I left Egypt, and arrived at Herrnhut by way of Leghorn 
and Vienna. 

“ According to my wish, I received a confirmation of my com- 
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mission, and a companion in Brother George Pilder, who had 
been employed in the Theological Seminary, and was a man of 
learning. We set out with the blessing of the congregation, in 
May, 1756, by way of Prague and Vienna. In the latter city our 
baggage was strictly examined; but we had put our Bibles into 
our pockets, and they escaped confiscation. At Trieste we found 
no opportunity of proceeding, and went by Venice to Leghorn, 
from whence a Ragusan ship brought us in eighteen days to 
Alexandria. 

“At Cairo, we heard a report of great changes having taken 
place in Abyssinia. The Emperor was dead, and his son, seven 
years old, had ascended the throne, under the guardianship of his 
mother. All the Latins (Roman Catholics) and the Greeks, 
who had been invited into the country by the former sovereign, 
were expelled. The Prime Minister, George Drago, had been 
disgraced, and my letter of recommendation to him was no more 
of any use. In short, the country seemed shut against all foreign- 
ers. Meanwhile we were not intimidated, but trusted confidently 
in the help of the Lorp. We obtained from the Coptic Patriarch 
a very kind recommendation to the Abuna, or Archbishop of 
Abyssinia, John the 137th. In this writing, the following sen- 
tence is contained :—‘ Suffer me, dear Brother, to recommend to 
you this blessed man, both for the sake of Him who has said, J was 
a stranger, and ye took me in, and likewise out of love to me.’ 

“When Brother Pilder had become well acquainted with the 
Arabic language, we set out on our journey in September, 1757. A 
caravan, accompanied by 200 armed men, had already proceeded 
to Suez, and we purposed going with the next; but hearing that 
the former had been attacked by the Arabs, and that the road was 
very unsafe, we were disappointed, and obliged to wait for 
another year. 

‘Meanwhile, we had the unexpected pleasure to welcome 
Brother Henry Cossart, who was sent to pay us a visit. He stayed 
with us four weeks, and his conversation proved most encourag- 
ing with respect to our future proceedings. We also, in his com- 
pany, visited several persons of rank ; and among them, the Greek 
Patriarch, Matthew, and the Coptic Patriarch, Mark the 106th. 
The latter invited us one day to dinner, but, being unwell, I could 
not attend. The Brethren Cossart and Pilder accepted the invita- 
tion in company of a Greek merchant. The conversations were 
interesting, of which they gave me the following account :— 

“**On our arrival, we were cordially welcomed by the Arch- 
bishop of Lybia, Joachim, the Patriarch sending an apology for his 
absence, on account of indisposition, and an Archimandrite joining 
us, our company consisted of five persons. We wanted no inter- 
preter, all speaking Italian. We were soon introduced to the 
divan. The Archbishop presided, and placed us, one on his right, 
and the other on his left hand, the other guests facing us. The 
Archbishop began the conversation by inquiring into the political 
state of Europe, and the events of the war (the seven years’ war.) 
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He wished to know to what religion the contending parties be- 
longed. We could not quite satisfy him upon this subject, but, in 
general, he seemed to wish well to the Protestant interest. He 
next inquired into the origin, the constitution, and the missions of 
the United Brethren. 

“** Many kinds of dishes covered the table. The Archimandrite 
pronounced a blessing upon each, and the guests were frequently 
bid weleome. After dinner the fountain in the middle of the hall 
was set playing; the water rose from eighteen tubes, and cooled 
the air. After another prayer, every one was left to take his rest, 
and we remained in the divan. The Patriarch now made his 
appearance, coffee was served, and the conversation renewed upon 
the same subjects as before. He inquired about our ceremonies 
and theological opinions. We kept simply to the plain truths 
revealed in the Bible, respecting the way of salvation through faith 
in Jesus, which the most unlearned believer will find sufficient to 
lead him to heaven and happiness; whereas the wisest amongst 
men, following their own reason in endeavoring to discover unin- 
telligible mysteries, will never succeed. He seemed satisfied with 
our dec larations, and treated us with the greatest kindness and 
benevolence. He also consulted Brother Hocker, as a physician, 
with much benefit.’ 

‘“* When we again visited the Patriarch, he invited us to attend 
divine worship in his church. We went accordingly early in the 
morning, and arrived at the ceremony of breaking bread, which is 
a distinct rite from the Lord’s Supper. The Patriarch was seated 
at the door of the sanctuary, in a magnificent vestment. Here he 
broke the bread and divided it among the people. On his beckon- 
ing to us, we stepped up to him, and received our portion. We 
partook of it, but saved a piece for Brother Hocker. The Patri- 
arch perceiving this, gave Brother Cossart a large piece for that 
purpose. Among those present, were two brown persons, and 
hearing that they were Abyssinians, we went up to them, and 
offered them our hands, in token of friendship. They received 
us very cordially. Formerly, the Abyssinian Copts had a church 
in this place. 

‘*The breaking of bread being ended, the Patriarch went into 
the vestry, and, being robed in full dress, with his crosier in his 
hand, left the church, the people on both sides bowing down to 
the ground as he passed, after the oriental custom. He desired 
us toaccompany him to his house, and brought us into a large hall 
covered with carpeting, where he held a kind of love-feast. We 
sat down to a table well supplied with buns and rusks. On his 
left sat two Bishops, and we on his right. One of the former 
having asked a blessing, we were desired to begin. A small dish 
of syrup stood before each, into which we dipt our rusks ; and, 
after having washed our hands, coffee was served. The Patriarch 
now gave us an opportunity of explaining to the Bishops the ori- 
gin and present state of the Brethren’s Church, and Jaid a particu- 
Jar stress on our not being under the government.of the Pope. He 
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had been told by men, who ought to have known better, that all 
Europe, except England, was subject to the Roman pontiff in 
spiritual matters; but that in England there were neither churches 
nor clergy, and that the people had no religion at all. It was with 
some difficulty that we convinced him of the contrary.” 

Thus far the narrative of the Brethren Cossart and Pilder. 'The 
former returned to Germany on July 7th. 

The impression which the capital of Egypt had made upon his 
mind, may be gathered from the following extract from one of his 
letters.—“ The city of Cairo,” he writes, “is far from pleasing me. 
It is an immense place, which, viewed from the walls of the castle, 
looks very much like a town in ruins. The streets are very nar- 
row, and are crowded to such a degree with people, camels, horses, 
mules, and asses, that it is very difficult to force a passage through 
them. The dust blinds the eyes of the passenger, and burns like 
fire. At this season of the year the heat is almost insupportable. 
Persons of the richer class are able in some measure to protect 
themselves from its influence, their houses being provided with 
large saloons, and windows to the north ; but those who must con- 
tent themselves with a dwelling like that of our Brethren, which 
is small, exposed to the noise of the streets, and so badly in repair 
that the dust enters at all the crevices, have not a little to suffer. 
A yet greater nuisance than these inconveniences is the host of 
winged and wingless vermin of all kinds, which prey upon the 
unfortunate inhabitants by day and by night. For my own part, 
I have eaten but little, and slept still less, during my residence in 
Cairo.” 

( To be continued.) 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c. ] 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF HEMEL-EN-AARDE, FROM JULY TO THE 
END OF DECEMBER, 1831. 


July 4th, 5th. We had much satisfaction in speaking with the 
new people and candidates for baptism, and found that most of 
them were under the guidance of the Hoty Sprrirt, and seeking 
to know the way of salvation. 

7th. We spoke with the communicants, in reference to the ap- 
proaching Lord’s Supper. Seventeen persons were appointed for 
an advance in the privileges of the Church. When we made this 
known to them, and asked, whether it was now their full deter- 
mination to live alone unto the Lorp their Saviour, and to walk 
worthily of His Gospel, they answered with fervency in the affirm- 
ative. 

10th. Two adults were baptized, and both on that occasion and 
during the celebration of the Holy Communion, the presence of 
the Lorp was sensibly felt by us all. 
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24th. We visited all the houses occupied by the infirm. We 
found a child, about six months old, dying of a fever. The mother 
expressed with tears her thanks to the Lorp for taking her child 
so early to Himself, and rescuing it from the probable fate that 
awaited it, for the children of such diseased parents are generally 
infected, and great sufferers throughout life. 

August 10th. Another child, eleven years old, departed after a 
painful illness, expressing his joy and faith in Jesus as his Saviour. 
He had afforded edification to old and young, by his great patience, 
and his declarations of child-like love to his Redeemer. In the 
evening, four candidates were confirmed for the first enjoyment of 
the Holy Communion, having received the necessary instruction 
previous to it. They were much affected, and impressed with 
thankfulness to the Lorp, for His great mercy shown toward them 
in their unhappy state. May He establish them in His grace, and 
make them His faithful followers. 

12th. The classes of the communicants were held, and many 
interesting conversations took place. The memorial-day of the 
13th, was celebrated with great blessing, and in the evening we 
were refreshed by the enjoyment of the Holy Communion, the 
four persons above mentioned being partakers for the first time. 

2lst. Many strange Hottentots attended the Sunday services, 
and declared afterward that they had received benefit for their 
souls. In the evening, a sick woman called upon us. She said, 
“My sins lie heavy upon my heart. During the praying of the 
litany I was obliged to weep; but I can find no comfort, and come 
to ask advice, what I must do to be delivered from condemna- 
tion.” We directed her to seek pardon and peace with Jesus, 
the friend of sinners, and assured her that she would find Him 
gracious if she persevered in prayer. 

September 14th. A Hottentot woman called Sanna Jonas, was 
baptized on her sick bed. She was anxiously concerned for her 
soul’s salvation, and could not rest till she obtained an assurance 
of pardon. 

29th. Two communicants came to speak with us, previous to 
the Communion, and to settle a dispute between them. They 
confessed their faults, and forgave each other in a truly Christian 
spirit, and were, therefore, admitted to the Lord’s Supper. 

October 5th. Sister Schultz returned to Gnadenthal much 
recovered from her late illness. My wife accompanied her. 
They found great inconvenience from the swelling of the river 
Sonderend. Sister Tietze was particularly struck and delighted 
with the infant school at Gnadenthal; and, on her return home, 
brought with her a parcel of books for the use of our school. 

The weather now became very warm, which put all the poor 
patients into motion; and they began to cultivate their gardens, 
having hitherto been prevented by the cold and rainy weather. 

16th. Some of our white neighbors were attentive hearers at 
our church. On the following day, a baptized Hottentot, Mary 
Spreuw, after a long and most painful illness, departed this life. 
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Her body was dreadfully afflicted; but she always declared that it 
was needful for the good of ~ soul, adding, “‘ Had not Gop in 
mercy spared me so long, I should have been lost for ever; 
and now I am happy in reliance upon Jesus, and shall go to Him, 
and be with Him for ever.” 

lst. A communicant, Martha Beerns, departed this life with 
joy: she had long wished to be released from a state of great 
misery, having found peace with Gop, through faith in Jesus. 
She had attained to a great age, spoke the Hottentot language, 
and found difficulty in expressing herself in Dutch; but she used 
to lift up her arms, having lost both her hands by the leprosy, 
and exclaimed, ‘I have nothing to do in this world, but to desire 
after and love my Saviour.” She was a worthy member of the 
congregation, and a diligent attendant at church, as long as she 
was able, seeking only the one thing needful. 

23d. Two adults received Holy Baptism; and on the 29th we 
partook of the Holy Communion. - 

November 2st. Joshua Swart, the first-fruits of the baptized 
Hottentots in this place, departed this life. He was only 24 years old. 

December 4th. August Vergete, a Hottentot from Gnadenthal, 
arrived here to take charge of our house, while we went to Elim. 
We spent some days at that place with great pleasure, enjoyed 
the company of our Brethren and Sisters, and were delighted 
with the neat and clean appearance of the Hottentot houses. 

8th. We returned home and found several of the patients 
expecting their dissolution. They are always distressed if their 
teacher is absent, and afraid, that if they die, which often happens 
very suddenly, they would be buried without ceremony. 

15th. A sick woman, Dortge Kiwit, who had been long exclud- 
ed from the class of candidates, was baptized. She expressed 
her great thankfulness for the mercy of the Lorp, in forgiving 
her many sins. In her we saw a remarkable instance of the faith- 
fulness of the good Shepherd in following a straying sheep. 

22d. We spoke with all our communicants. They expressed 
themselves humbly about their short-comings, but were all desir- 
ous to partake of the Lord’s Supper. . One of them said—* At 
every Communion I devote myself anew, with my whole heart, to 
our Saviour, for He deserves it a thousand times. But I perceive, 
that even after this, my bad temper prevails, so that I am often 
in doubt whether I do it in sincerity, for then the blood of Jesus 
would cleanse me from all sin. I am, therefore, ashamed of 
myself, and can only Pray, that [ may not be cast off as one who 
has been unfaithful.” Others declared their joyful expectation 
of the blessings they would derive from the celebration of Christ- 
mas, and said, that they were sure that our Saviour had been born 
for their salvation. We celebrated that festival with gladness of 
heart, and with many lively songs of praise. The communion 
held on the 25th was a time of refreshment from the presence of 
that Lorp, who came into the world to die and to make atonement 
for us poor sinners. 
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Thus, likewise, on the 31st, we concluded the year in the pre- ° 
sence of Jesus, and with a recapitulation of the many mercies He 
has bestowed upon us in the year past. We entreated Him to 
pardon our many faults and deficiencies, felt His peace in our 
souls, and entered the new year with firm confidence in His help 
and protection. 

In 1831, 13 persons have become candidates for baptism; 14 
for the Holy Communion; 13 have been baptized; one child 
born; 11 baptized, and three unbaptized persons have departed 
this life. The congregation at Hemel-en-Aarde consists of 57 
baptized adults, 38 being communicants ; 3 baptized children; 19 
candidates for baptism; and 3 excluded ; and 20 other patients in 
the hospital—in all, of 102 persons. 

We commend ourselves, and the poor people committed to our 
care, to the prayers and remembrance of all our Brethren and 
friends. Joun Cuartes Tietze. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY AT GNADENTHAL FOR 1831. 


On the Ist of October the married Hottentot, William Corne- 
lius, departed this life, of a consumptive disorder. He was 
baptized in the year 1820, and about two years after admitted to 
the Lord’s wy oe We can give him the testimony, that he had 
learnt to know himself as a sinner, and that it was his earnest and 
sincere desire to show forth the praises of Him who had called 
him out of darkness into His marvellous light. In his conduct he 
displayed genuine uprightness of heart, and a very conscientious 
degree of faithfulness. For several years he had been constantly 
employed by us in the outward concerns of the Mission, equally 
to his own advantage and to our complete satisfaction. Durin 
his illness he always expressed himself resigned to the will of the 
Lorp. 

On Sunday the 9th four adults were solemnly received into the 
congregation, and two others admitted to the privilege of Holy 
Baptism. At the celebration of the Holy Communion 13 persons 
were with us for the first time as partakers. 

In the course of this month five persons received permission to 
live in our place. 

On the 29th of November, John Jacob Robyntje, departed this 
life. He was baptized in 1807, by the late Brother Bonatz, and 
soon after became a communicant. For several years he held 
the office of overseer, and enjoyed the general love and respect 
of his Hottentot Brethren. During his tedious illness, he mani- 
fested child-like resignation to the Lorp’s will, testifying that he 
knew whom he believed, and could look forward with joy to the 
hour of his dissolution. The same day Solomon Waaly, likewise 
exchanged time for eternity. For several years after his baptism, 
in 1806, he showed much indifference to the concerns of his soul; 
but his last illness, which lasted above a year, was made the blessed 


means of leading him to repentance, and to the experience of the 
Vou. I1V.—44 
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grace of Gop, in Curist Jesus. Our frequent visits to his sick- 
bed were attended with a comfortable assurance in our minds, 
that he was in a state of gradual preparation for the change which 
awaited him. 

On the 8th of December, we conversed individally with those 
of our communicants who were at home, in reference to the 
approaching celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and found, in 
general, much cause for satisfaction. Many of our people being 
engaged in the harvest, the number was not so large as usual. 
By Sunday the 18th, a great proportion had already returned. 

On the 19th, we had an agreeable visit from four English 
gentlemen, who seemed much pleased with what they saw of our 
place, and its internal arrangements. On taking leave, they kindly 
presented us with 40 rix dollars, for the use of our schools. 

The festival of Christmas was celebrated with the usual solem- 
nities, which were numerously attended, not only by our own 
Hottentots, but also by many of our friends and neighbors. 

We concluded the year 1831, at the feet of our Lord and Sav- 
iour, thanking Him for all the undeserved mercies we had experi- 
enced at His hand, and for the faithfulness wherewith He hath led 
us through another stage of our pilgrimage. The past year has 
in many respects been a season of trial. Sickness and bodily 
infirmity have been more than usually prevalent among the 
members of our mission family: and for the first time since the 
commencement of this Mission, we have suffered loss by ® 
conflagration, which proved the means of suddenly removing 
from us one of our fellow-laborers. In the state of our congre- 
gation we can still discover much that is defective, yet we are 
not left without cheering proofs, that the word of the cross, which 
we preach in simplicity, is blessed to the hearts both of our own 
people, and of many of the colonists in our neighborhood. Our 
sphere of exertion for the good of the rising generation has been 
greatly enlarged by the establishment of an infant school, which 
is a means of spiritual benefit both to old and young; and the 
number of children receiving daily instruction, now amounts to 
nearly 300. 

Of our Hottentot congregation, 33 persons have departed this 
life; 13 have removed to other stations, or been called into 
military service; 19 have withdrawn or been excluded, and 29 
have been struck off our list, on account of continued absence. 
On the other hand 44 persons have come to live in the settle- 
ment, and 42 children have been born and baptized; 49 adults 
have been baptized, or received into our fellowship; 43 have been 
admitted to the Lord’s Supper; 6 couples have been married. 

The congregation consisted, at the close of the year, of 605 
eommunicants ; 210 baptized adults and candidates for the com- 
munion ; and 391 baptized children: Total—1206 persons. ‘To 
whom if we add 39 candidates for baptism, and 74 new people 
and unbaptized children, the whole number of souls committed to 
our care will amount to 1319. 
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This number includes 203 married couples, 45 widowers, and 
88 widows. The number of houses in our place is 247, of which 
115 are walled houses. 


H. P. Hatupecr, C. G. SonpERMAN, 
D. LuTtrRine, H. B. Scuorman. 


J. F. Stein, 





EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF ENON, FOR i831 


July. In the beginning of this month, Brother and Sister Hornig 
spoke with the individuals belonging to the classes of baptized, 
and candidates for the communion. ‘They expressed themselves 
edified by all the conversations they had with these poor people, 
who appear to grow in the knowledge of themselves and of their 
Saviour. A young baptized woman observed, that she felt how 
necessary it was to apply daily for help and strength to walk 
worthy of the Gospel, more especially now that she was obliged 
to get her bread by working at the farmers. Brother Fritsch 
spoke with the communicants. On the 9th, we partook of the 
Lord’s Supper; four Hottentots were spectators, and our friend, 
Mrs. Matthews, joined us as a guest. 

25th. Brother Fritsch divided a portion of land, which has 
been prepared for irrigation, on the opposite bank of the river, 
among twenty-five families. They immediately set about cultivat- 
ing their portions with great diligence. 

August 10th. Two persons, after previous instruction, were 
confirmed for the enjoyment of the Holy Communion on the 13th. 

On that festival-day we gave our congregation a detailed 
account of the event which made it memorable 104 years ago, 
when the Church of the Brethren was baptized into one spirit, 
and, by the power of the Hoty Guost, grounded upon the 
doctrine of the atonement of Curist. Among the blessed fruits 
of this experience, we justly trace the ardent desire to make 
known the Gospel to the Heathen world, which afterward mani- 
fested itself; and which led the Brethren also to this distant 
country. Our address was heard with great attention, and filled 
the hearts of our people with gratitude and praise, of which we 
heard many edifying declarations. The celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper, in which, on this day, we joined our Brethren in all parts 
of the world, was attended with great blessing, and the presence 
of Gop our Saviour enlivened our hearts. A great many of our 
people who work with the farmers in the neighborhood, came 
home to be present on this occasion. 

15th. About noon, we heard a great bellowing in the thickest 
part of the wood. Our people suspecting that a tiger was in the 
neighborhood, hastened to the spot with their guns and dogs. 
They found the ravenous beast in the act of killing a calf. He 
was seized by the dogs, and kept down till the men came up to 
shoot him. There is always danger on these occasions of losing 
a dog, either by a shot or by the teeth of the tiger. 
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We were this day obliged to dismiss a man, who, though often 
admonished, gave great offence by his conduct, and seemed quite 
hardened. ain who is a Caffre, and had been excluded on 
similar grounds, being exhorted by his wife not to resist, exclaim- 
ed—* You say well; I ought to submit to this privation, for I 
have deserved it; it serves to convince me of my great depravity, 
and that, if I do not watch and pray, I am easily overcome by 
every temptation.” 

15th. We held an examination of our school-children; thirty 
boys and forty-two girls were present. The parents attended, and 
most of the children gave us pleasure by their proficiency in 
reading, writing, and the repetition of the catechism, and of many 
hymns and texts of Scripture. We thanked the Lorp in fervent 
prayer, that he had blessed our endeavors in this part of His 
service. Some little rewards were distributed to the best 
scholars. 

17th. The children had their festival, and the mothers who 
were present, after the morning-service, visited the Missionaries 
to express their thanks. A hymn being sung, all seemed much 
affected. They were exhorted to devote themselves and their 
offspring to that Lorp, who had said—* Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Both 
at noon and in the evening, the children came together to sing 
hymns, expressive of their joy in the Lorp. They were very 
attentive at all their meetings. 

September 2d. Being a very dark evening, our people saw all 
the horned cattle running home. Some of them are left to graze 
out at night, and are in general not afraid of one wolf, but defend 
themselves with their horns. But it appeared that three wolves 
had attacked them, and contrived to kill a bullock close to our 
garden. The Hottentots pursuing the wild beasts, drove them off, 
and saved the flesh of the poor creature. 

18th. Four adults were baptized. 

In the following days Brother Fritsch divided another portion 
of land among 12 families ; and represented to them, how much 
better it would be for them to cultivate the ground, than to wander 
about the country in quest of a precarious livelihood. He. has 
been very successful in providing means for irrigation. From the 
14th to the 18th, we had most acceptable rain. 

Brother and Sister Lemmertz spoke with the baptized and 
candidates for the communion. In general it was manifest, that 
the Hoty Spirit influences their hearts to seek pardon and deli- 
verance from sin, where alone it can be found. 

A baptized girl said—‘‘ Whenever I go to the forest to fetch 
wood, I pray aloud to our Saviour, that he may forgive me my 
sins; and I feel peace in my soul.” Another said—‘* What I 
learn at school is deeply impressed upon my heart, and I can 
repeat the texts and verses, as in the presence of Jesus.” 

October 1st. Janetta Keiser departed this life. The Lorp had 
shown her great mercy, of which she testified in her last illness. 
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In the evening we partook of the Holy Communion; ten candi- 
dates were present. 

It rained so hard on this and the following day, that we began 
to be anxious about our dykes. The water rose 14 feet above 
the level of the river, so that we feared our mill would be destroyed, 
as it was in 1823. When the flood subsided, we saw with grief, 
that great mischief had been done. Much good soil had been 
swept away, and the land covered with sand. Two dykes had 
been undermined, and both our houses, and those of the Hotten- 
tots, have suffered considerably by the violence of the rain. 

Two days before this, we had all rejoiced with Brother Fritsch 
at the success of his operations, but now, the greater part of the 
cultivated land has been nearly ruined by inundation. It is only 
eight years since a similar misfortune happened. We are alarmed 
at the expense these circumstances occasion, and we pray the 
Lorp to give to our people confidence and courage, that they may 
employ every means in their power to repair the damage. Both 
men and women, and even some school children, began cheerfully 
to set about it, and by the 2lst had advanced so far, that they 
could again work in their gardens. On the 22d, they began to 
repair the dykes. 

30th. We had a most blessed celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion. 

During this month we heard that a communicant, Peter Botha, 
had died at a farmer’s. He arrived here in 1825, but in 1829, 
distress made him seek work at a farmer’s near Gnadenthal, where 
he fell ill, and died in the full confidence that our Saviour would 
receive him in mercy. 

November 15th. Titus Slinger departed this life. During his 
last illness he was truly concerned for his soul’s salvation, cried 
unto the Lorp for mercy, and found peace in his redemption. He 
could not sufficiently express the joy of his heart, and sometimes 
would send for a Missionary in the night, to whom he testified of 
his happiness in converse with Jesus, saying that he knew no 
place of rest, but under the cross of our Saviour. 

24th. We spoke with all our communicants previous to the 
holy Sacrament; many of the men had been employed in the har- 
vest with the farmers. The inundation had injured their grounds, 
but they did not complain, and were rather thankful to the Lorp, 
that owing to the abundant pasturage, their cows were enabled to 
give great quantities of milk. 

December 22d. We spoke with all our communicants. They 
rejoiced at the approach of Christmas, when they should comme- 
morate the great love of Curist in descending from heaven for the 
salvation of their souls. Some had not expected to be able to 
come to us being engaged in the harvest, but were now very thank- 
ful to attend. With one of them Brother Fritsch received a letter 
from an English gentleman at Grahamstown, who praised the con- 
duct of ten of our people, who had assisted him in the harvest 
with great diligence. 
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The services during the Christmas-festival were well attended, 
and there were many persons present who seemed to be sincere 
inquirers after the way of salvation. The communion on Christ- 
mas-day was a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lorp. 

We joined in thanksgiving and praise for all the mercies 
bestowed upon us in the year past, and in fervent prayer that the 
Lorp would continue His favor and blessing to this part of His 
vineyard. Ourschools contain 125 children, 43 of them can read 
well, most of whom can also write, cipher, and repeat the cate- 
chism by heart. All attend the school with pleasure. 

The congregation at Enon consists of 123 communicants ; 92 
baptized adults, not yet comniunicants; 119 baptized children; 
in all of 334 persons; to whom may be added, 44 candidates for 
baptism ; 72 new people and unbaptized children; making a total 
of the inhabitants of 450. 

In concluding our report, we beg our brethren, sisters, and 
friends, to remember us and our congregation in their prayers at 
the throne of grace. 


Joun Fritscu, 
Joun LEMMERTZ, 
GotTFRIED Hornia. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 
Gnadenthal, 28th November, 1831. 


“My Dear Brotner,—Last week Brother and Sister Teutsch 
were here, and also their neighbor, Mr. Dyer, whose farm we 
have purchased for 1507. sterling, government having readily 
assented to my holding it in perpetual quit-rent, for the use .of 
the mission. The new building for our tanning business is now 
nearly finished, and will be soon taken possession of. It is the 
second building of two stories erected in the whole district of 
Zwelledam and Caledon. 

**Our infant school, by Gop’s mercy, prospers beyond my most 
sanguine expectations, and is indeed a blessing to Gnadenthal. 
The children are as eager as ever in their attendance, and their 
faculties are called into exercise in a manner that astonishes every 
one. A most excellent opportunity is afforded, not only of awaken- 
ing ideas in the minds of these little ones, but also of instilling 
into their hearts a sense of love and gratitude to our Saviour; 
and I perceive with pleasure and thankfulness, that our imperfect 
endeavors are not in vain. Even the parents who now and then 
visit the school, have been heard to declare that the Spirit of Gop 
seems to bring the truth home to their hearts in this school more 
powerfully, even than in the church; and you will easily under- 
stand, that the attention of the parents to the education of their 
children will increase, in proportion as they perceive our anxiety 
in this respect. In general, the state of our congregation i 
encouraging, and we have abundant reason for gratitude toward s 
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merciful Saviour, who graciously crowns our labors with His 
divine blessing. ‘The steady attendance on the means of grace, 
the peaceful intercourse with the people, the absence of all dis- 
graceful occurrences, and the comfortable state of mind of the 
sick and dying, are pleasing proofs, that their declarations, when 
speaking with us on the state of their souls, are not hypocritical, 

“The day before yesterday, I was in HemeL-EN-AarpDE, where 
Brother and Sister Tietze are well. Among the 90 lepers there 
are indeed some unfeeling creatures, but the word of the cross has 
softened the hearts of most of them, and among the poor sufferers 
there are many truly pious souls, with whom one cannot converse 
without edification. Lately two adults were baptized ; and there 
are among the 90 upward of 30 communicants. You will perceive 
that ‘the number is on the decrease ; and I believe that govern- 
ment, on account of its embarrassed finances, will be obliged gra- 
dually to discontinue the institution, and to suffer every place, 
village, and district, to care for its own sick. The establishment, 
though humane, is not strictly necessary, as the malady is not 
considered contagious. Though the situation of Missionary to 
lepers is certainly not an enviable one, Brother and Sister Tietze 
are quite happy and comfortable in their sequestered condition. 

“ At Exim, on the last prayer-day, 5 adults became candidates 
for baptism, 2 were baptized, and 3 were confirmed. There has 
been little increase from without this year. Perhaps the addi- 
tional Jand recently acquired, and the opportunity of growing 
corn, will draw more new-comers. Almost all the Hottentots 
of the immediate neighborhood have removed to Elim long 
ago. 

‘The last letters from Suinoun are of the 5th of November, 
when all were well. In the course of October, upward of 100 
Tambookies had been admitted as inhabitants. The number is 
now so great, that small kraals are formed in the neighborhood, 
the place itself being too thronged with the vast herds of cattle. 

‘On the last prayer-day in October, 2 Tambookies were again 
baptized, making the whole number of baptized Tambookies 10, 
who all continue to walk in the ways of the Lorp, thereby 
rejoicing the hearts of their teachers, and exercising a beneficial 
influence on their countrymen. 

“I am sorry to say, that Wilhelmina’s health is not so good 
as we could wish, and still more so to inform you, that the other 
interpreter, Daniel Kaffer, has not been proof against the super- 
stition of his countrymen, but actually employed a sorcerer to 
compel his adult son, who lives here, to come to Shiloh. About 
new-year our Brethren hope to remove to the new place, situated 
a few hundred yards from their old dwellings. Beside the 
houses of the Missionaries and their Hottentots, there are 51 
Tambookie huts. 

“The small-pox is said to rage violently at Philippolis and on 
Orange River, and great fears are entertained of the disorder 
finding its way into the colony. 
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* January 17th, 1832. 

“Last Sunday, | adult was baptized, 5 were received, and 2 
re-admitted as members of the congregation; and Brother and 
Sister Sonderman are now busy speaking with the baptized and 
eandidates previous to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The 
chief feature in the history of last year is, the establishment of 
our Infant School, which is a blessing to this congregation, and 
highly valued by every father and mother in the place. There 
is no falling off in the punctual attendance of the little ones, and 
their progress is highly satisfactory. About Christmas the intel- 
ligent master of the Infant School in Cape Town paid us a visit, 
and was agreeably surprised at what he saw and heard. The fact 
is, that ours is the only school in the colony expressly built for 
the purpose; and I question, if there is another establishment so 
well attended. 

“In the state of our congregation, there is indeed much to 
humble us before the Lorp, and which we could wish to be other- 
wise; the harvest-season, in particular, seldom fails to lead some 
of our young people into deviations. On the whole, however, 
we have reason to be thankful for the blessing which rests on our 
feeble labors, whereby not a few are brought to the obedienee 
of the Gospel, and enabled to walk worthily of their heavenly 
calling. 

‘* My late visit to Exim gave me great pleasure. This settle- 
ment has, at present, 184 inhabitants, and the congregation is, 
on the whole, in a pleasing state. The attendance of our 
neighbors on the services of the Lord’s day, is steady and in- 
creasing. On New-Year’s day, several hundreds were present, 
and the church could not accommodate one half of the hearers. 
I forsee that a larger church will soon be required at Elim, and, 
in this expectation, I beg to ask a question—Instead of the un- 
wieldy pillars of masonry which support our church, and those 
of wood at Groenekloof, both of which make one-third of the 
congregation invisible to the minister, might not cast-iron sup- 
porters, about 18 feet high, be procured? Nine inches diameter 
below, and 6 above, would, I suppose, be strong enough. 

‘‘Our orchards, gardens, and plantations have had a most favor- 
able year, and a very abundant fruit season is at hand. Hence, 
our place is crowded with people, and church and schools are 
fully attended. No less than 300 children collect daily in our 
schools. 

““On Sunday, the 22d of January, 3 adult lepers were bap- 
tized at Hemel-en-Aarde, and 17 persons became candidates foi 
the Holy Communion at Gnadenthal. 

“The neighborhood of Enon looked like another Eden, on 
account of the abundant rains of November; and Brother Fritsch 
had succeeded in repairing the water-course for irrigating the new 
gardens; but the mill-course was still out of repair. 
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“ February 24th, 1832. 


“My last letter to you was dated January 17th, in which I 
mentioned the arrival of Brother and Sister Genth and company, 
and the single Brethren Bonatz and Schopman, at Groenekloof. 
I can now add, that our new fellow-laborers arrived safe with us 
on the 26th of last month ; that Brother Schopman remains here, 
and that his companions set out on their journey on the 9th inst., 
Brother and Sister Genth being called to Enon, and Brother 
Bonatz to Shiloh. 

“In the name of all my fellow-laborers and our whole congre- 
gation, I now beg sincerely to thank you for your trouble in 
procuring us an organ. The instrument arrived in safety here 
on the 30th of January, and was put together by Brother Schop- 
man and myself, without much trouble. Since the 14th instant it 
has been in daily use, and is found remarkably well suited to-the 
size of the church, and of a very agreeable tone. Nothing can 
exceed the delight of our Hottentots at this unexpected present, 
and their declarations in describing this delight are so striking, 
that it is evident, they understand the legitimate object of music, 
better than those whose taste is spoiled from infancy by its pro- 
fane abuse. The simple playing of our beautiful hymn-tunes 
makes many of them melt into tears, and gives them, as they 
express it, a foretaste of heavenly joys. You will easily under- 
stand that our church is crowded with hearers at every meeting, 
and that there is, in the whole place and its neighborhood, an 
excitement produced by this novelty, which, though of a transi- 
tory nature, is, I have reason to believe, not unaccompanied by 
spiritual benefit. 

“At Suton they counted 320 inhabitants at the close of 1831. 
In January, 6 became canditates for baptism, and a Tambookie 
man was baptized. Their corn had suffered by the rust, yet one- 
third muid of wheat, produced 14 muids, and one-eighth muid 
of barley, 16 muids, being 128 fold increase. 

“ A Hottentot Sister, who has been assistant in our girls’ school 
for some years, was lately obliged, reluctantly, to retire from a 
service in which she delighted, and was eminently useful. On 
occasion of her taking leave, and another assistant being intro- 
duced, we had, last Friday, an examination of the schoo], when, 
out of 129 girls present, 75 read fluently in the Harmony of the 
four Gospels. Our infant school goes on successfully, and we 
_ have lately got a few more scholars, sv that the average attendance 
is now 120. My former pupils act as my assistants, and Brother 
Schopman also attends occasionally, in order that he may be able 
to conduct the school, when I am obliged to leave home. 

“ Among the goods lately received, was a lot of new and old 
clothing, destined for distribution amongst the Missionaries and 
Hottentots. I beg you to return our cordial thanks to our un- 
known friends and benefactors, for this new token of their kind 


remembrance. H. P. Havuseck. 
VoL. IV.—45 
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EXTRACT O¥ PRIVATE LETTERS FROM BROTHER A. BONATZ. 
At Sea, 56 deg. S. Lat. 1 deg. 18 min. E. Long. 
December 23d, 1831. : 

Arter giving a detailed account of the stormy and somewhat 
perilous voyage of himself and his fellow-passengers through the 
Channel and the Bay of Biscay, the writer makes the following 
remarks, in reference to the 29th of September :— 

“This day, being the twenty-third anniversary of my birth, 
my mind was much occupied in reflecting upon the goodness and 
mercy of the Lorp displayed toward me during the past period 
of my life.—Cheerless as every external object appeared to me— 
for the tempest continued to rage with unabated fury—I could 
not but fee] happy in dwelling upon a theme so grateful. Just 
fifteen years had elapsed since I spent this day likewise on board 
a sbip, on my passage from the Cape to Europe. Now I am re- 
turning to the land of my birth, in obedience to the call received 
from my gracious Lord and Master. Conscious of my great in- 
firmity, | implored Him to grant me a large measure of grace 
and strength—to bestow on me a tender conscience, an humble 
mind, a watchful spirit, a heart filled with love to Him, and filial 
obedience to His voice. Yea, may His Hoty Spirit enlighten 
my understanding more and more—that I may see my great sin- 
fulness, and depend entirely on His unceasing love and mercy ; 
that, having myself experienced the power of His grace, and 
the blessings of His salvation, I may be enabled to testify of both 
to the poor Heathen. 

“On the 16th October, a violent squall broke our main top- 
mast, and during that and the following days, the carpenter was 
busily employed in making a new one, out of the timber we had 
on board. I had much interesting conversation with him while 
he was at work. He is a sensible young man, a native of Scot- 
land, and appears to have already seen much service both by 
land and sea. The troubles which have fallen to his lot have 
evidently been a blessing to him, by leading him to seek earnestly 
after the one thing needful. I believe we felt truly united in 
spirit, and that our intercourse was as profitable as it was plea- 
sant. He seemed much interested in the work of Gop among 
the Heathen, and would, I am sure, have accounted it an honor 
to labor among the Hottentots and Tambookies.” 


“ Gnadenthal, 4th February, 1832. 

“My last letter announced the safe arrival of our party at 
Cape-Town, on the 30th December, after a somewhat tedious’ 
voyage of above 15 weeks. On the 3d January, we set out for 
Groenekloof, accompanied by Brother Lehman, in a wagon 
drawn by 14 oxen. At the distance of about 3 miles from that 
settlement, we were met by the Brethren Clemens and Meyer, 
who had come thus far to meet us, with a number of Hottentots 
of both sexes, and who welcomed us in the usual manner, by 
the singing of ahymn. The feelings which pervaded my mind, 
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at this moment, it is impossible for me to describe, and they were 
excited afresh when we reached the place, in which I had spent 
the first happy years of my childhood. My eyes filled with tears 
of gratitude to the Lorp, who had been graciously pleased to 
call me to serve Him in my native land, and my earnest prayers 
ascended to His throne, for the requisite wisdom to know, and 
grace and strength to perform, His holy will. I found many 
Hottentots who still remembered me, and their expressions of 
love affected me much. Before we left Groenekloof, I one day 
accompanied the Brethren Clemens and Meyer to the Laweskloof 
hill, to the spot where Brother Schmitt had the encounter with 
the tiger. At the foot of the hill, lives an old blind Hottentot 
Captain, with his family. He is still a heathen, and seems un- 
willing to be baptized: yet he is not unacquainted with the New 
Testament, and can speak of the Saviour’s love to sinners in a 
manner which surprised me. After a safe and pleasant journey 
of 3 days, by way of Franschehoek and Donkerhoek, we reached 
Gnadenthal on the 26th ult., where we were receiyed with much 
love by our dear Brethren and Sisters, and the Hottentot congre- 
gation. Here I also find many old acquaintances, and some with 
whom I formerly went to school. My place of destination, I 
understand, is Suitoa, whither [ expect shortly to proceed. Be- 
ing convinced that the Lorp is every where, and that He is the 
faithful guide, and the sure support, of His feeble servants, I 
shall cheerfully follow my call to this remote station, beseeching 
Him to go with me and bless me in all that I am permitted to un- 
dertake, for the promotion of His cause among the Tambookies. 
“Remember me in your prayers. 
Apotex Bonatz. 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
GREENLAND. 


LETTER FROM THE GREENLAND ASSISTANT, BENJAMIN, TO BISHOP 
G. M. SCHNEIDER, AT BERTHELSDORF. 


* Lichtenau, March 30th, 1831. 


**My LOVING AND MUCH BELOVED BroTuer ScHNE1DER,—Hear- 
ing from year to year, that you are still engaged in caring for us 
Greenlanders, and that you pray for us, that we may grow in the 
grace of our Saviour, and receive more and more heavenly 
blessings; we also pray for you, and for our other kind friends, 
that you may continue unwearied in your endeavors to promote 
our welfare. On January 19th, we celebrated an important me- 
morial-day, Gop our Saviour having on that day, ninety-eight 
years ago, remembered the Greenlanders in mercy; we, there- 
fore, thanked him fervently, for having shown such kindness to 
His creatures living in the ends of the earth, saying to His serv- 
ants—‘ Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to these 
heathen also. Truly His command has been obeyed; and we 
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thank Him that we have been favored with the Gospel coming 
from a distant country; and that He has caused the Greenlanders 
also to be converted, enlightened, and made fit for the kingdom 
of His grace. Many of the Greenlanders in this place know 
how to value the one thing needful; but some have not obedient 
and humble hearts, which gives much pain to the faithful among 
us; but we are pleased with the state of the youth, because they 
make good progress in learning, and show much delight in it. 
Often do I offer up my supplications with tears to our Saviour, 
that he may cause them to growin His knowledge, that they 
may be an honor to Him, and a joy to the congregation. 

“I have, from my youth, lived in this congregation. I was 
born in 1785, and spent my early years in a variable state; but 
I feel, and thankfully acknowledge, that my Saviour has chosen 
me, out of free grace and mercy, and, since the year 1814, has 
favored me to serve the congregation as an assistant; and, though 
I am sensible of my weakness and insufficiency, I desire to serve 
Him in any way I can. 

“*My Brethren and Sisters often express, in grateful terms, 
their thanks to our Saviour, that He has hitherto granted us 
teachers, and brought them safe to us, preserving them from all 
danger. May His peace and grace be with them! As our Sa- 
viour has made known to us by His servants, His will and His 
word, you will permit us to present ourselves before you, as 
Brethren and Sisters, and to feel that we constitute one congre- 
gation, who hope to enjoy, with each other, happiness to all 
eternity, in the presence of our Saviour, though we may not be 
favored to see each other with our bodily eyes. We are assured, 
that our Saviour will unite all His people in one, and make them 
partakers of eternal joys, where they will praise him with never- 
ceasing songs, that He has loved poor, miserable sinners so much, 
and washed them from their sins in His own blood. 

“The Greenland nation now contains comparatively few hea- 
then, for the light of the Gospel has risen upon our land, and 
makes many the children of light. These rejoice that they are 
delivered from the power of darkness, and directed in the way 
of salvation. Oh! what happiness is this, greater than can be 
imagined! 

“IT have now to greet all the Brethren and Sisters in Europe, 
from their loving fellow-believers in this congregation; and to 
salute the children from those living here, assuring them that we 
think of, and pray for them. As for me, I will remain the pro- 
perty of our Saviour. My whole life shall be devoted, out of 
thankfulness, to Him. May He accept of it, for He deserves it! 
All the assistants salute you, and will often pray for you to the 
Lord, I, Benjamin, the writer of this letter, more especially. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus{Curtst be with you all. Amen. 

“To my beloved Brother Schneider, bishop (or chief teacher), 
who has the special care of the Greenlanders, and lives beyond 
the ocean,” 


















































FROM THE WEST INDIES. 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
BRITISH WEST INDIES.—JAMAICA. 


Tue growing prosperity of the Mission in this Island, and its 
rapid extension within the last ten years, during which period the 
number of stations has increased from three to six, and of con- 
verts from 860 to 4,100, have doubtless attracted the notice, and 
called forth the gratitude of our readers. That nothing had oc- 
curred up to Christmas, 1831, of a nature to obscure the cheering 
prospects presented to our Missionaries, or to check their hopes 
of still further usefulness, may be gathered from their letters. 
Yet, the event has shown, that, at the very date of one of those 
communications, an alarming insurrection had already broken 
out, and a contest had commenced, which was destined, in its 
progress, not only to involve a melancholy destruction of life and 
property, but likewise to interrupt in the most painful manner 
the labor of Curist’s servants, and the well-being of the negro 
congregations committed to their care. Leaving to the politician 
and the philanthropist to discuss the probable causes, and the 
possible consequences, of this unhappy struggle, we would here 
content ourselves with expressing our unfeigned sorrow, at the 
excesses which have accompanied it, and briefly recording those 
circumstances, by which the work committed to our Brethren 
has, in one way or other, been affected. 

From the subjoined extracts of letters received from our Mis- 
sionaries, it will be seen, that three of their negro congregations— 
viz. those at New Carmel and Mesopotamia, in the parish of 
Westmoreland, and new Fulnec, in St. Elizabeth’s—remained 
unaffected by the prevailing spirit of insubordination. ‘Through- 
out the whole of this anxious period, their members continued to 
manifest a degree of fidelity and obedience worthy of their Chris- 
tian profession, and, in some instances, equally honorable to their 
masters. One of the instances referred to, is deserving of being 
placed on record, as proving the superior advantages of a system 
of management, in which the most benevolent attention to the 
outward comfort and improvement of the negroes is combined 
with constant and careful religious instruction. We learn from a 
private letter, that not one of the negroes belonging to the estates 
of Lennox and Hopeton, which are contiguous to .!'ew Carmel, 
was implicated in the late disturbances; notwithstanding the pre- 
valence of disaffection, and the attempts which were alternately 
made to allure and to intimidate them, they continued faithfully 
to discharge their duty; and, when the danger was most immi- 
nent, spontaneously offered to defend the property from all as- 
sailants. No military guard was in consequence required, and, 
even when the worthy proprietor was under the necessity of 
leaving home to join the militia, he felt no hesitation in commit- 
ting his ‘wife and family to the protection of his negroes, who 
appeared to be proud of the trust. The conduct of the negroes 
on Irwin estate, near Montego Bay, under still more trying cir- 
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cumstances, was equally praiseworthy. That similar faithfulness 
and submission should not have been manifested by all the mem- 
bers of the congregations at Irwin-hill, New Eden, and Fairfield, 
will, perhaps, not excite as much surprise as it does regret, when 
all the features of their case are candidly considered. It may be 
sufficient here to allude to the fact of their being situated (par- 
ticularly the congregation at Irwin-hill) in the very heart of the 
revolted districts, and necessarily exposed to the combined in- 
fluence of bad example and intimidation. That the majority were 
enabled to resist both, is a matter of thankfulness, and is surely 
an encouraging testimony to the power of that Gospel, which 
teaches “ servants to be obedient to their masters in all things.” 

The divine protection vouchsafed to our dear Brethren and 
Sisters, and their families, during this calamitous period, likewise 
calls for grateful acknowledgment; although several were obliged 
for a season to retire from their posts, it will be seen, that they 
were all permitted to return in peace and safety to the scene of 
their appointed labors. The preservation from injury of our va- 
rious chapels and mission-premises, we are equally bound to con- 
sider, as a. peculiar and undeserved token of the goodness of our 
Heavenly Father. 

To one other circumstance, which has obtained a large measure 
of public notoriety, and which, both on account of its novelty 
and its serious character, was calculated to excite the deepest 
solicitude, it is still needful to advert. The arrest of a Missionary 
of the Brethren’s Church, and his indictment before a judicial 
tribunal for an offence equally abhorrent to his calling, and to the 
principles distinctly laid down for his direction, could not but be 
felt as a painful occurrence both by his fellow-laborers abroad, 
and his Brethren at home. Amid the uncertainties and the sus- 
pense which were inseparable from a case of this kind, it was 
difficult to dismiss every feeling of apprehension, or to avoid ex- 
claiming, “ If the Lorp be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us.” Yet, now that we have been permitted to see the deliver- 
ance which the Lorp has vouchsafed unto His servant, and to 
rejoice together over the establishment of his innocence in the 
sight of all men, we would gladly show our gratitude for these 
mercies, not merely by offering the sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving, but likewise by manifesting a spirit of submission to the 
Divine will in all things, and by the avoidance of every feeling 
or expression that might justly be deemed inconsistent with the 
character and example of our blessed Master, “who, when He 
was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, threatened 
not, but committed himself to Him that judgeth righteously.” 

It may not be improper here to observe, that, in conducting 
his defence, Brother Pfeiffer had to struggle with difficulties of no 
ordinary description. Not to dwell on the circumstance of his 
being a foreigner, but imperfectly acquainted with the: English 
language, it is right to draw the reader’s attention to the fol- 
lowing facts, which are more or less distinctly noticed in Brother 
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Ellis’s letter. That in consequence of the disturbed state of the 
country, and the distance of Mandeville from any town, no legal 
advice or assistance was to be procured, and that none of our 
Brethren was allowed to supply this deficiency ; such a procedure 
being probably opposed to the forms of a court-martial. Again, 
that owing to some strange misinformation, much valuable time 
was wasted in the collection of written testimonials, which proved 
to be of no service whatever. And lastly, that for want of a 
copy of the indictment, and a list of the witnesses for the prose- 
cution, the accused was obliged to proceed to trial without having 
had any opportunity of meeting the charge in the most direct and 
satisfactory manner, by the selection of evidence best calculated 
to prove its falsehood as well as its absurdity. For the character 
of the four witnesses for the prosecution, the reader is referred 
to the published report of the trial, as well as to that here sub- 
joined, also to the Earl of Belmore’s despatch to Viscount Gode- 
rich, of the 10th of February. The melancholy fate of the prin- 
cipal evidence, John Sutton, who, very shortly after the acquittal 
of Brother Pfeiffer, was tried, condemned, and executed, for be- 
ing an active agent in the insurrection, is particularly adverted to 
by his Lordship. 

It is impossible to conclude these introductory remarks, with- 
out an expression of gratitude to his Majesty’s government, for 
the protection and support spontaneously rendered to the cause 
of Missions, at this critical juncture. On the first intimation of 
the revolt which had taken place, every needful direction was 
sent out by Viscount Goderich, his Majesty’s principal Secretary 
of State for the Colonial Department, to secure to the parties 
accused the benefit of a constitutional trial, and the further ad- 
vantage of having any sentence that might be passed, revised by 
his Majesty in Council. It is hardly necessary to add, that the 
application for a special interference in behalf of Brother Pfeiffer, 
which it was deemed proper to make on the first news of his 
arrest, was granted by his Lordship with equal kindness and 
promptitude. 

To all those generous friends in the Island of Jamaica, who 
came forward, either with or without legal summons, to bear their 
testimony to the character and conduct of Brother Pfeiffer, and 
likewise to all who exercised hospitality to our Missionaries, 
during their temporary banishment from their posts, we beg to 
offer a similar tribute of grateful acknowledgment. The kind 
reception given to Brother and Sister Light, of Irwin-hill, by the 
Rev. Mr. Murray, the Wesleyan Missionary at Montego Bay, 
and his wife, will always be thankfully remembered by them. 

In conclusion, we beg to assure our Brethren and fellow-la- 
borers of other denominations, of the deep and cordial sympathy 
which the intelligence of their heavy losses, and the personal 
sufferings of their Missionaries, during this trying period, has 
excited in our breasts. Could we serve them more effectually 
than by our prayers, we would gladly do it, for we acknowledge 
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ourselves to be greatly their debtors; but since this is not the 
case, we the more fervently commend the work committed to 
their instrumentality, and the servants of our common Lorp who 
are engaged in it, to the gracious support, and the powerful help 
of Him, who hath declared, that no weapon formed against His 
cause shall prosper; and that, He that toucheth His servants, 
toucheth the apple of His eye. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIS. 
“ Fairfield, January 11th, 1832. 


“My Dear Brotuer,—When I wrote to you a fortnight ago, 
I was not aware of the detention of the packet, in consequence 
of the disturbances which had already arisen among the negroes 
in St. James’s parish, or I might have sent you some specific 
intelligence on this painful subject, instead of leaving you to 
gather it altogether from the public papers. Since the date of 
my letter, I am sorry to say, matters have become much worse. 
The spirit of insubordination has spread even into our parts, and 
a considerable proportion of negroes in the parish of Manchester, 
have refased to work for their owners, and among those not a 
few of our congregation members. 

“We have, indeed, reason to hope the negroes in this neigh- 
borhood will soon return to their duty. Many, indeed, have al- 
ready returned ; but I fear, that in the greater part of the county 
of Cornwall, tranquillity will not so soon be restored. 

“Our attention is, however, at present almost entirely en- 
grossed by a circumstance, equally unexpected and distressing to 
us—the arrest of our dear fellow-laborer, Brother Pfeiffer, and 
his committal to prison, at Mandeville, to await his trial by a 
court-martial. What the charges against him are, I have not 
been able to learn, although I have been twice at Mandeville for 
that purpose, and to ascertain in what manner we can have an 
opportunity given us of showing their falsehood,—for false I am 
convinced they will prove to be. General Crawford, who is in 
command of this district, and with whom I have twice had an 
interview within the last two days, informs me, that written tes- 
timonials will be received by the court-martial; but that they are 
bound to act upon evidence given by the witnesses they have to 
bring forward, whose evidence, he tells me, is of a serious na- 
ture. Ihave done, and am still doing, all I can to collect testi- 
monials from Brother Pfeiffer’s neighbors and hearers, showing 
that he never has spoken a word which would in any shape foster 
a spirit of discord; and if these are allowed to have their due 
weight, I doubt not they will entirely overthrow the charges 
against him, which I expect have been brought by some evil-dis- 
posed persons. 

“Fortunately for us, the negroes belonging to our congrega- 
tion in Fairfield, who have been examined hitherto, have all ad- 
hered to the truth, in declaring that we have never spuken a word 
to them about their freedom, nor given them the least hint of any 
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intended alteration in their civil condition. Indeed, had I been 
aware of the breaking out of such disturbances, I should have 
warned our people to beware of believing the false reports, which 
were more or less in circulation.” 

* February 6th; 1832. 

Brother Pfeifier, I am thankful fo say, was found ‘ Not Guilty,’ 
and released; and, beside him, I am not aware, that the eon- 
duct of any of our number has been seriously called in question. 
There is still, however, an almost universally prevailing opinion 
among the white inhabitants, that this distressing war has been 
brought on by religionists; and that any one, who is professedly 
a preacher, can be innocent, is a problem which, I suppose, some 
would not believe, though it were mathematically demonstrated 
to them. That the circumstances which have been passing around 
us, have pained us deeply, you may readily conceive; and noné 
more so than the fact, that the negroes especially committed to 
our care, have not been altogether free from participation in the 
late revolt. Not that any in comnexion with us have, to my 
knowledge, been guilty of acts of open violence; yet, on several 
properties, perhaps under the influence of the prevailing panic, 
they followed the example of their fellow-servants, in refusing to 
work, and on some of the more distant plantations belonging to 
the mountain-division of N. Eden congregation, where a consider- 
able proportion of the negroes are members of our Church, they 
have not shown that readiness to return to their duty, which we 
might have expected. 

‘“‘ As far as I know, none of our converts at New Carmel, New 
Fulnec, or Mesopotamia, have had any part or Jot in the affair, 
and several, on the contrary, have resisted, the attacks of the 
revolted negroes, at the risk of their lives. Of Brother Light's 
people, I believe, a few have been more or less concerned ; it 
must, however, be borne in mind, that they were situated near 
the very focus of the insurrection, and were exposed to peculiar 
dangers, as well as temptations. The Bogue negroes only stopped 
work part of one day, and those from Elim and Two-mile-Wood, 
a little longer. 

‘‘ Brother Pfeiffer was arrested on Saturday, the 7th of Janua- 
ry, about 4 P. M., while in his own dwelling-house, at New-Eden, 
by Lieutenant Hogg, who had at the time about 30 men under 
his command. By this officer and his company, he was hurried 
off, during a heavy fall of rain, to a place called Oxford, situated 
on the confines of the parishes of St. Elizabeth and Manchester, 
experiencing, as might be anticipated, from the excitement un- 
happily prevailing against all Missionaries, not a little abusive 
treatment by the way. Here he remained till about 3 P. M., on 
the following day, (Sunday,) when he was ordered, under an 
escort of about 12 men, to move again toward Mandeville, the 
head-quarters of Manchester, which is situated in another county. 
On Monday morning I heard of his arrest, and hastened to Man- 
deville, which is only about 7 or 8 miles distant from Fairfield. 
Vou. IV.—46 
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I was permitted to see him in the presence of two officers: and 
had an interview with General Crawford, but could not be in- 
formed for what he was imprisoned, nor when the trial was to 
take place. As I was told, that this depended on despatches from 
St. Elizabeth’s, and that it was uncertain when they might arrive, 
[I thought it best to return to Mandeville on Tuesday morning, 
(January 10th,) hoping, at least, to have the same privilege I had 
enjoyed the preceding day, of conversing with the prisoner; but 
this time, I was neither allowed to see him, nor to speak to him, 
nor to communicate with him by writing. I was meanwhile in- 
formed, on high authority, that the prisoner would not be allowed 
to bring personal evidence to witness in his behalf, but that the 
only thing which could possibly be allowed, would be written 
testimonials. On applying to General Robertson, he informed 
me, that such evidence would be of no arail before a court-mar- 
tial. On Wednesday, the 11th, I did not go to Mandeville, as I 
had been ordered away from the place on the preceding day ; 
however, in the evening of Wednesday, I received a few lines 
from Brother Pfeiffer, informing me that his trial was to come on 
the following day, at 10 o’clock. By this time I had learnt so 
much of court-martials, as to be aware that we could defer the 
proceedings, till we had sufficient time to summon witnesses on 
the part of the accused. 

“This was accordingly done; and the court, which assembled 
on the 12th, was adjourned till the following Monday, the 15th, 
which gave us time to summon plenty of witnesses, through the 
Deputy Judge Advocate. Of these, about 15 had regular sum- 
monses sent, and 10 or 12 attended of their own accord. We 
might, had we but known it, have demanded a copy of the charges 
against Brother Pfeiffer, and a list of the persons by whose evi- 
dence they were to be supported: this would have saved the trou- 
ble and expense of calling so many witnesses, and would, at the 
same time, have enabled us more fully to refute the accusations 
against him. As it was, we went to trial without knowing one 
of the witnesses for the prosecution, or what falsehoods or ab- 
surdities they were about to bring forward. On Monday, the 
15th, about 12 o’clock, the court opened; and, after the usual 
forms were gone through, one Sarah Wilson, a slave, belonging 
to Glenhead, was brought i in, who deposed, that she heard Brother 
Pfeiffer say, at Christmas, that negroes were to be free, and that 
free would soon come; that they were to come down on New- 
Year’s Day, and attend church the same us usual. That when 
they went on that day, Brother Pfeiffer had said, loud enough 
for all in the church to hear, that, if they did not now take their 
freedom, they would never get it, and that they must come down 
again next Friday. Another slave from the same place, called 
Ellen Dobie, who was excluded for adultery, at least six years 
ago, and who never attends church, told much the same kind of 
lies, with the addition, that Brother Pfeiffer had informed them, 
if they worked on Monday, the 2d of January, they would have 
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to work till their death. These two witnesses did not, however, 
agree in their evidence, as Sarah declared that Ellen was sick on 
New-Year’s Day, and was not at church, though Ellen pretended 
to tell much of what she had heard on that day, and presently 
after allowed, she did not hear it with her own ears. One John 
Sulton was then called in, and deposed, that he had heard Brother 
Pfeiffer say at church, about five weeks before Christmas, they 
must keep on praying, for what had been so long promised them, 
would soon come. They would soon be freed from slavery in 
this world, if they kept on praying, and would be rewarded in 
heaven. Heard negroes of ‘Two-mile-Wood say—*t What does 
Mr. Pfeiffer tell us now (when they had struck work) we are to 
work for, when he told us before, we were to be free?” Robert 
Wilson, another free-man, was then called in, and stated some- 
what to the same effect as the rest; only, he mentioned Brother 
Pfeiffer’s visit to ''wo-mile-Wood to have taken place at a differ- 
ent time from what Sutton had stated. One of the witnesses also 
stated, that Brother Pfeiffer had said—‘I have now armed you 
with the word of Gop, no bullet can hurt you.’ Had Brother 
Pfeiffer been assisted in his cross-examination of the witnesses for 
the prosecution, or even in the examination of his own, by any 
person accustomed to the task, I will venture to assert, that his 
accusers would have been signally confounded and put to shame. 
Yet, notwithstanding the disadvantages under which he labored, 
the truth burst forth; and it is not unto us, but unto Gop’s name 
that all the praise is due. The whole of both Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday was occupied in taking evidence in Brother Pfeiffer’s favor, 
and there remained 8 or 10 persons who were not called; indeed, 
we could have summoned witnesses who would have employed 
the court till now, all declaring, that, though constant attendants 
at New-Eden chapel, they never heard Brother Pfeiffer mention 
a word about the slaves being made free; but; on the contrary, 
always heard him tell them, they should be obedient to their 
masters, and faithful in the performance of every duty required 
of them. 

“The next morning, Brother Pfeiffer’s defence was read by 
the Deputy Judge Advocate, and after a little consultation, a ver- 
dict was returned of—‘ Not Guilty.’ 

‘During this anxious period, Sister Pfeiffer and children took 
refuge with us at Fairfield, and Brother Pfeiffer, after his release, 
joined them, and remained a fortnight longer with us, for the 
restoration of his health and spirits. 

J. Exris. 


FROM BROTHER H. G. PFEIFFER. 


“ New-Eden, March 16th, 1832. 


‘*My Dear Brotuer,—From Brother Ellis you will doubtless 
have heard of our frequent sicknesses during the last year. Fever 
and sore eyes have been very painful and troublesome compa- 
nions, and frequently proved a great impediment to the right 
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discharge of our Missionary duties. Our troubles and afflictions 
have been great; but, to the praise of our gracious Lorp, we can 
say that his help and support, vouchsafed to us in time of need, 
have been far greater. In the beginning of last year our dear 
daughter Louisa was seriously ill, and remained in a precarious 
state of health for several months. We entertained at one time 
little hopes of her recovery, ‘The Lorp was, however, pleased 
gradually to restore her to health again; for which mercy we 
brought him our humble thanks. 

“The departure of our dear and only son, Ferdinand, was a 
great affliction to us. We took him with us to New-Fulnec, on 
the 13th of August, to the opening of the chapel; the same day 
he fell ill, and or joy, on this festival occasion, was greatly 
diminished by the illness of our dear child. The following day 
he was removed to Spring Mount, where our worthy friends, Mr, 
and Mrs. M. Farquharson, showed the greatest possible kindness 
and attention both to us and our dear invalid. However, we soon 
saw that the Lorp had other thoughts concerning him. On the 
22d, he said to his mother—‘I shall leave mamma and papa, and 
go to Jesus; this he said with a very cheerful countenance, 
Soon after this, I came to him, and he fell round my neck, and 
said—‘ I Joye mamma and papa, I love my little sister.’ He then 
repeated his favorite verse—‘ Be our Shepherd every day.’ On 
the morning of the 23d, he fell gently asleep, resting in my arms, 
without a sigh or groan, and on the following day his remains 
were interred in the family burial-ground at Spring Vale. He 
was a very lovely and affectionate child, and we feel his loss 
deeply ; but the Lorp gave, and the Lorp hath taken away, and 
blessed be His name. Our dear boy has escaped all the dangers 
which encompass the pilgrim here below, and exchanged a world 
full of sin and sorrow, for one full of glory and happiness, where 
he will praise his dear Redeemer for ever. It is remarkable to 
us now, that he said some weeks before his end, that he should 
like to see our Saviour, who loves the little children so much. 
With great delight he used often to repeat these lines of a well- 
known hymn—‘ He loves the children tenderly, He also loveth 
sinful me.’ And it was a very pleasing thought to him, that he 
was one of the lambs of Jesus. He will not easily be forgotten 
by us. I cannot speak sufficiently of the kindness and affection 
which our very dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Farquharson, showed us 
on this trying occasion. May the Lorp richly reward them for 
it! That our gracious Lorp, after so many sorrows, gladdened 
us again on the 29th October, by the birth of a fine and healthy 
boy, you will have heard already; and he was baptized by our 
dear Brother Light a few weeks after, and received the name 
Henry Ernest. Both mother and child have had much to suf- 
fer from fever, but are now, by Gon’s mercy, completely re- 
covered. 

“Thus far have I been speaking of ourselves, but jt is time to 
enter upon a more important subject, viz. that of the Mission: 
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and where shall I begin, and where end? During the whole of 
last year, we had abundant cause to thank the Lorp for the mani- 
fold blessings bestowed upon us, and our dear congregation. Yet 
instances were not wanting of Satan, the enemy of souls, suc- 
ceeding with his seductions, to lead those back into his snares 
who once had devoted themselves to the Lorp; indeed, with pain 
and grief we often perceive, that many forget what they were, 
and what they have become through grace; forget the price 
wherewith they were bought, become negligent in attending to 
the means of grace, and indifferent to their eternal welfare. With 
such, no doubt, Satan has easy work; they soon become again 
his willing followers. ‘This experience I always consider as one 
of the most painful in our Missionary labors, yet it urges us at 
the same time to fervent prayer and intercession in behalf of our 
dear people. 

‘*The celebration of the Passion-week and the Easter festival, 
was peculiarly blessed to our negro flock. The services on Good 
Friday were well attended, and a general emotion was manifested 
among ail present, while we knelt in spirit at the feet of our dying 
Redeemer, and devoted ourselves anew to Him, who loved us, 
even unto death. ‘The negroes said one to another, as they came 
out of church—‘ this was a happy meeting.’ On Easter Sunday, 
a very great number attended our services, so that I was obliged 
to preach twice in succession. Already before day-break our 
church was crowded. It was truly a blessed day to us all: our 
Saviour manifested Himself to our souls as He did to the mourn- 
ing disciples, as our risen and ever-living Redeemer. The day 
was particularly solemnized by the baptism of 7 adults, all be- 
longing to Elim, among whom was a blind negro: two were at 
the same time received into the congregation. Notwithstanding 
some discouraging circumstances, and various defects, too easily 
discoverable both in ourselves and the negroes committed to our 
care, I may venture to say, that the prospect before us is alto- 
gether of a very promising kind. On several of the estates 
around us, there are, I trust, not a few who are genuine fol- 
lowers of Curist, earnestly desirous of wholly following Him, 
and glorifying His name; but, the work in which we have en- 
gaged, calls for patience, perseverance, and fervent prayers, and 
these we believe our dear friends at home do not forget to offer 
up in our behalf. 

“You will be pleased to hear that our day-school is going on 
satisfactorily. We had lately 8 who could read the Testament 
well, of whom 5 have since left; 14 read easy lessons; 13 are 
in words of two syllables, and 12 are learning the alphabet; of 
these, 35 belong to the Bogue. 

“That the negroes on this estate behaved well during the un- 
happy insurrection, will be a cause of thankfulness to the worthy 
proprietors. ‘They merely left off work for a few hours, in con- 
sequence of their being threatened with the destruction of their 
houses and cane-pieces, by the insurgents. However, when I 
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went over to them, and begged them to return to their duty, they 
complied without much hesitation. On the adjoining estates, 
the members of our congregation likewise conducted themselves 
properly; but you will ‘have heard with pain, that this was not 
the case with a number of those who reside in the mountain dis- 
trict. Of the great and most unexpected trouble in which I have 
been personally involved, you will have heard some particulars 
from Brother Ellis; I, therefore, the more willingly omit any 
further reference to it. Our feelings in regard to it, are, I trust, 
correctly expressed in the exclamation of an afflicted patriarch 
of old—Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lorp, and shall 
we not receive evil? Pray for us, that a large measure of grace 
and wisdom may be imparted to us at this critical juncture ; 
and that our faith and confidence in Gop our Saviour may be 
strengthened.” 
“ March 23d. 

“ Our congregation, I regret to state, is much scattered in con- 
sequence of the late unhappy rebellion. The negroes are pro- 
hibited from leaving their estates without a passport, which is not 
easily obtained. Thus our church is principally attended by the 
negroes from the neighboring properties; and, as it is crop-time, 
we cannot expect many of them to come. That some of our 
church members have proved unfaithful in the late rebellion, is a 
source of great distress to us. I am sure, that the proprietors 
cannot feel more about it than we do. O that the good Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls may bring back the sheep who have 
strayed from Him, and lead them into His fold again. ‘Two 
negroes belonging to New-Eden congregation were executed. 
The feelings of our hearts, when we heard it, I cannot describe. 
It is remarkable, that the negroes who joined the rebels, were 
chiefly such, as had given evidence of a very lukewarm state of 
heart, principally people who were tired of going to ehurch, and 
seldom attended. They had caused us a great deal of trouble 
for the last two years. I often exhorted them to repent, and to 
seek the Lorp, from whom they had strayed; but it seemed as 
if their hearts were hardened, so that my exhortations found no 
entrance. A proprietor from one of those places where the ne- 
groes rebelled, and many of whom attended our church, called 
on us about eight weeks before Christmas. He inquired my 
opinion of his negroes. According to his wish, I gave him a 
candid statement, and told him, that it was my opinion, that his 
negroes were tired of coming to church, and that they were lead- 
ing at home an immoral and unchristian life; that we had been 
under the painful necessity of excluding some already from our 
church, and I was afraid that many more would follow. After 
the rebellion, I saw this gentleman again, and he remembered 
our conversation. 

‘Brother and Sister Renkewitz are here with us, for the pur- 
pose of taking my duties for a few weeks, whilst 1 visit West- 
moreland, for change of air. I have been suffering severely, 






































FROM THE WEST INDIES. 367 


since my confinement at Mandeville, and have not yet recovered, 

but I hope in the course of 8 oy 10 days, to be so far restored to 

health, as to be able to set out on our journey to New-Carmel. 
“H. G. Preirrer.” 


FROM BROTHER JAMES T. LIGHT. 
“ Montego Bay, 10th January, 1832. 

**My Dear Brotuer,—I could write a great deal on various 
subjects, but at this moment every thing must be passed over, to 
say, that we have been spared hitherto, and that our church and 
dwelling-house are yet standing, together with two small proper- 
ties, about a mile distant from our hill. For the rest, all before, 
and on each side of us, have been burnt; the great house, over- 
seer’s, book-keeper’s, boiling-houses, mills, and store-houses— 
all laid in ashes, with nearly all the private dwelling-houses in 
the mountains, with the exception of those belonging to Irwin, 
Catharine Mount, and Catharine Hall estates. Among the 
ruined properties, are Williamsfield, Worcester, and Round-hill, 
belonging to our worthy friends, the Messrs. H.’s. In short, 
upward of a hundred estates and dwelling-houses in this parish 
are destroyed, or nearly ruined. Irwin estate has been men- 
tioned as being among this number; but this is a great error, for 
the people fought, or rather watched faithfully, day and night, 
in defence of their master’s property; for, although there were 
not wanting a few, who felt as if they would dig cane-holes no 
more, they were all agreed faithfully to defend what had been 
intrusted to them, though surrounded by evil-minded people. 
We remained at our post till the 2d of January, when we thought 
the time was come for us to remove to Montego Bay, for the 
preservation of our lives, leaving our servants to watch the 
premises. I continued to visit or send to our place till Saturday, 
when all remained standing. As the insurgents are chiefly in 
the mountainous districts, [ hope it will still be spared to us 
for good. Our friends, however, dissuade us from returning at 
present, since the shedding of blood has become familiar to all 
parties. 

“ The ministers of the Baptist Society, Messrs. Knibb, White- 
horne, and Abbot, were brought down from Falmouth, and after 
procuring bail for their forthcoming when required, were liber- 
ated: they have since kept within their own lodgings, to avoid 
needless observation. The Rev. Mr. Murray, of the Wesleyan 
Mission, under whose hospitable roof we are waiting to see how 
things will turn out, has not been in the least disturbed. Our Rev. 
Rector has proved himself a friend to us both. The Baptist and 
Methodist chapels are, however, occupied by troops, who sadly 
injure, as might be expected, these fine edifices. All religious 
services are at a stand, and when the voice of praise and prayer 
will again sound within their walls, the Lorp alone knows. Our 
friends, Messrs. Blyth and Waddell, of the Scottish Church, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowie, who arrived on the 22d of December last, 
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took refuge in the town of Falmouth, being in imminent danger ; 
for, though the slaves have not fired the estates in their neighbor- 
hood, they have in géneral refused to work. The prospect into 
futurity, as you may easily imagine, is gloomy enough. Pray for us.” 


2 


“ February 6th. 

“ My last letter was written in such haste, that I was unable to 
give you more than a very brief sketch of our situation during the 
Jate calamitous insurrection. You will, therefore, excuse me if I 
here advert to the circumstances in which we were placed previous 
to that melancholy event. 

“ Of the severe drought in the early part of the past year, and 
for two months of the preceding, you will have been already in- 
formed. After the rains began, in the month of May, fevers and 
dysenteries soon followed; numbers fell victims to their dire 
effects, from all ranks and classes in society. With these came 
that fearful and contagious disease, the small-pox, which also car- 
ried off great numbers. In the whole of the island, there were 
several thousands who fell under its influence, and who were sum- 
moned to-appear before the Judge of all the earth, from whom 
there is noappeal. The fever appeared to be the most appalling— 
few, indeed, recovered from it. ‘These things, however, were fast 
passing by; the face of nature became more cheering, and the 
ground of the laborer appeared to be blessed with a large increase. 
Provisions began to be cheap and plentiful, and an excellent sugar 
harvest was anticipated this year. But alas! alas! The previous 
visitations passed by unheeded, and apprehensions gave way to 
over-weening confidence. 

“ Every thing not only went as usual, but a greater degree of 
cheerfulness appeared to be generally manifested by the slaves, 
and they continued their work till the last hour, December 24th, 
with unusual alacrity. Of the scenes which were presented to our 
view during the following week, I forbear to give you any detailed 
description. ‘The first property fired was Kensington, situated in 
the highest part of the mountain ridge, which bounds the parish 
of St. James’s on the south and east. Within half an hour after 
this conflagration, on the evening of the 27th of December, Windsor 
castle, distant about eight or nine miles from the former, was also 
ina blaze. On the second night, seven large fires were seen in the 
higher parts of the parish; and on the third night fourteen were 
burning in a most fearful manner. The 29th and 30th of Decem- 
ber, will never be forgotten by us. Retirement estate, belonging 
to Sir S. Clarke, adjoining our place, was in the afternoon of the 
29th set on fire ;.indeed it was so near, that our watchman, who 
was on the lookout, to see if the firemen were coming to our assist- 
ance, overheard what the incendiaries said. In a short time the 
flames broke forth, and a most terrific fire presented itself before 
our sorrowful eyes. In this way I could go on, and fill sheet after 
sheet, by telling you of the burnings, and the acts of violence 
which succeeded. I have, however, stated’ sufficient to give you 
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some insight into the greatness of the calamity. It is owing alone 
to Gop’s mercy and long-suffering, that these scenes were chiefly 
confined to the parishes of St. James and Hanover; only a few 
estates on the skirts of Westmoreland and St. Elizabeth, have felt 
its destructive effects. 

“From what I heard during these days, I did not doubt that 
churches and chapels would remain uninjured ; but for dwelling- 
houses there was no such security ; we, therefore, put most of our 
things into the church, and waited until it appeared high time to 
go down to the bay, taking a couple of trunks with us. We now 
closed the year with a few negroes, viz. two families from Wil- 
liamsfield estate, who had not joined the rebels, and who thought 
they would rather come here than go elsewhere for protection, and 
two or three of Irwin people. We entered upon the new year, 
humbling looking to the Lorp for his guidance and protection in 
these awful times. In the afternoon of Monday, January 2d, we 
left our dear abode, and drove down to the bay. A large estate, 
called Belfield, behind Fairfield, was then in a blaze, and likewise 
another property, called The Ramble, just above Belfield. Fair- 
field and Irwin are both preserved, with two others near the bay. 
On Thursday last we returned to Irwin hill, and under the pro- 
tecting care of our merciful Lorp and Saviour, enjoy peace and 
safety. We feel pained to our very heart while looking at the 
ruins around us; only one house being left beside our own. For 
several miles on the hill sides, and near the summit of the mount- 
ains, there were a number of habitations, settlements of very re- 
spectable people ; now all are in ruins: to look at them through a 
telescope, the sight is indeed distressing.” 


March 16th. 

“In my last, I noticed the preservation of Irwin, Fairfield» 
and Tryall estates ; and that Williamsfield, like all others in that 
reighborhood, had been levelled with the ground, nothing being 
left of the buildings, but the chapel and hospital. Since the 
return of the overseer, &c., to the estate, the former has been taken 
possession of as a temporary dwelling. At Kirkpatrick the works 
were not injured, some of the rebels having resolved to defend 
them, which they did, though one of these very men afterward 
suffered the penalty of the law, for resisting the militia when they 
entered the estate and burnt the negro houses. The hospitals on 
all the estates met with a similar fate, the medicines being hidden 
or destroyed. 

“Although FE am grieved to say, that the loss of life has been 
considerable to the worthy proprietor of Kirkpatrick, it is some 
satisfaction to me to know, that not one of our people has been 
implicated. At Stapleton, the small mountain settlement from 
which they drew a good part of their ground provision, such as 
plantains, yams, and cocoas, I have to mourn over two young men, 
one hung for burning the residence of a neighboring gentleman, the 


other severely flogged for stealing the property of some neighbors. 
Vor. IV.—47 
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“The Rev 


tried next Monday. 


disowned. 


28th to the 3lst. 
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EXTRACT OF A 


thought of no consequence. 


seemed approaching our place. 


LETTER FROM 


the Grand Jury 


congregation to your faithful intercession. 


last ‘Tuesday. 


. Mr. Burchell and family, have been constrained to 
leave this island, and have sailed direct for America; he would, in 
all probability, have lost his life last Wednesday, had not a body of 
soldiers, with his friends, screened him from the fury of the mob. 
He had been several weeks in jail, but the bill of indictment against 
him was thrown out by 
brethren, Knibb and Gardner, have been arraigned, and are to be 
They are not forgotten in our prayers. T 
spacious chapel at the Bay is, I grieve to say, a heap of ruins. 
The Methodist chapel is safe, but our friend and brother, Thomas 
Murray, is not able to have any service in it at present. 

“ My dear wife has been very unwell in these days, and 
severe pain yesterday. 
but what with the sugar-harvest, 
accusing conscience, the greater part of our flock keep back; 
cannot expect any improvement in this respect, till sugar-harvest 
closes, in May. 

“In the course of last year ¢ 


His 


heir 


had 


Our place of worship is open every Sunday, 
grief, disappointments, and an 
and I 


25 adults were baptized or received 
into the congregation, at Irwin-hill; 5 children were baptized. 
Eight adults and 5 children departed this life ;—three persons were 
[ need hardly add, the subsequent events will have 
made considerable alteration in the state of our negro flock. 
the Lorp grant, 


May 


in mercy, that this sore trial may work in all 
who are thereby exercised, the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
**Once more, I beg earnestly to commend ourselves and our 


Jamess T. Lieut.” 


BROTHER J. ZORN. 


*‘ Spring Vale, March 18th, 1832. 


“Dear Brotuer,—It was about the middle of last year, that a 
¥umor became prevalent in various parts of the island, that the 
slaves intended to rebel on November Ist, which was the day they 
were admitted to the privilege of witnessing against whites in 
eriminal cases ; but the time came, and all remained quiet. 
days before Christmas, 


Ten 


slight disturbances took place in St. 
James’s ; but, though this gave some alarm, they were generally 
The first intimation we had of the 
dreadful scenes that were passing in the parishes of St. James 
and Hanover, was by the awful illumination of the heavens which 
we saw from Fairfield, where we were on a visit from December 
On the 31st, Saturday, we returned homeward, 
though our friends would have kindly dissuaded us, as the fires 
On the road we were informed, 
that all the whites and free people had left our vicinity several 
days ago, and had fled to Black River Bay; that Pisgah and 
Ipswich, about 7 miles from Spring Vale, had been already burned 
by the rebels, and that Y. S. estate was threatened. 
into consideration the success of the insurgents in St. James’s, we 
followed the advice of a worthy friend, and went to Black River 


Taking 
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for the night. Most anxious for our congregation, on whom the 
tide of rebellion seemed now rolling very fast, threatening to 
overwhelm them also, we hastened next morning, January Ist, 
1832, to Spring Vale, to administer all the consolation in our 
power, and to encourage them to remain faithful to their masters 
at this trying period. We had not seen them since the breaking 
out of the insurrection, for we had gone to Malvern on December 
27th, to celebrate the third Christmas-day with our people, in the 
Santa Cruz mountains. This was a mournful New-Year’s Day. 
The negroes belonging to the property of Hazle-grove, were alone 
able to come, the others durst not venture; and the prejudice 
igainst Missionaries was already so strong, that we could not 
visit them. Those that did come, were really rejoiced to see us, 
Their masters were absent on military duty, and they felt them- 
selves deserted, so that when the magnified reports of the opera- 
tions and success of the insurgents reached them, they felt their 
hearts failing for fear. We kept the meetings in the family 
mansion, near their own houses, and were thankful that the Lorp 
heard our prayers, and that His benediction—* Grace be unto you, 
and peace from Him which is, and which was, and which is to 
come,’ rested upon us. 

“We felt greatly relieved when we ascertained, that in this 
season of peculiar temptation, none of our members or candi- 
dates were at all implicated in the rebellion, and only three or four 
of our new people, who had come to us about two months be- 
fore Christmas, and were, consequently, nearly without any in- 
struction. 

“As to ourselves, [ may with truth declare, that our souls 
were preserved in perfect peace, stayed upon the Lorn; we felt, 
that our anchor was cast upon the Rock of Ages, and that we 
could rest in entire security, and realize the sweetness of the 
divine promises. 

“I engaged in my last to give you some account of our schools. 
Alas! the late distractions and other circumstances have been 
very unfavorable to their prosperity. The school in Middle 
Quarters i is broken up by the marriage and removal of the teacher; 
that in Lacovia has been abandoned some time, for want of a 
suitable schoolmaster, and the unwillingness of the people to 
send their children. The one near Springfield has also been dis- 
continued, in consequence of the removal of the teacher. The 
latter school, we trust to re-establish at some time. The school 
for slave children on this property, under the Ladies’ Society, 
keeps its ground, with from 40 to 50 children. Our Sunday 
school is, as yet, mostly composed of the same scholars. Very 
little can be done in this neighborhood, for want of religious 
teachers, and from hostility to instruction in letters for the slave 
children. We must wait, and watch every opportunity; perhaps, 
by degrees, the prospect may brighten. 
7 “ Jacop Zorn.” 
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ST. KITT’S. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER G. ROBBINS. 
“ Basseterre, March 31st, 1831. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—-Your last letters informed us of your suc- 
cess in obtaining the full concurrence of all the parties interested 
in the Profit Estate, in the proposed grant of land for a third 
settlement. This morning our appeal to the Christian public in 
St. Kitt’s, in behalf of our new settlement at Profit, has obtained 
insertion in the St. Kitt’s Gazette; and on Wednesday it will 
appear in the Advertiser. What may be the result of it, time 
will show; the less probability we see of its bringing in any con- 
siderable sum, owing to the disturbed state of the colony, and 
other circumstances, the more earnestly do we beseech the Lorp 
not to withhold His blessing from it. Our present governor, 
W. Nicolay, Esq., to whom we thought it our duty to present a 
copy of it, received it with marked kindness, making many in- 
quiries concerning the state of the Mission, and the prospect 
of success at the new station. 

‘Brother and Sister Seitz, who have succeeded Brother and 
Sister Shick, at Profit, occupied their new house on the 24th, 
and the next day, being Sunday, it was opened for public wor- 
ship. Brother Seitz commenced by singing—‘ Now let us praise 
the Lorn,’ &c., the congregation joining. At the end, they fell 
on their knees, and besought the Lorp to be present with them 
on that and on every future occasion when met to worship Him, 
and to cause the word of His atoning death and passion to be a 
blessing to the negroes in that vicinity. Brother Biegler preached 
from the 22d verse in the 15th chapter of St. John. Far more 
assembled than the house could contain; among them were some 
proprietors of estates. It was a time of real refreshing from the 
presence of the Lorp. 

* April Ist. To-day we had a blessed prayer-day in this con- 
ee 8 persons were received into our brotherly covenant, 

were re-admitted to the same, and 10 were added to the class 
of candidates. G. Rosstns.” 


FROM BROTHER D. BIEGLER. 
“ Basseterre, February 27th, 1832. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—Although personally unknown to you, and 
separated by the broad Atlantic, with but slender hopes of ever 
seeing you in the flesh, I feel that the relationship in which we 
stand as members of the great family of Gop, and the still closer 
ties which bind us together, as fellow-servants of the same Lorp 
and Master, authorize me to take this early opportunity of ad- 
dressing you. 

‘“‘ We arrived in the island of St. Bartholomew on the 26th of 
October, after an expeditious and tolerably agreeable passage of 
14 days from New-York. Our first impressions concernmg the 
Weat India Islands, were thus derived from one of the least at- 
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tractive of the whole group. ‘The lofty and precipitous rocks 
seemed to rise abruptly from the bosom of the deep, naked and 
deformed, and without a single trace of vegetation. But, as we 
gradually drew nearer, we could distinguish here and there a soli- 
tary cocoa-tree, or a cluster of wild and tangled sea-grapes. In 
a few hours, however, we discovered that the picture had been 
viewed in the most unfavorable light. We were now between 
the east point of the island, and a huge mass of rock rising from 
the ocean, like some monster of the deep (from an ideal resem- 
blance to which, it no doubt owes the origin of its name, ‘The 
Turtle’s Back,’) and the Town of St. Bartholomew, or Gustavia, 
lay full in view. Its situation is very low, and I should judge 
very secure from the ravages of hurricanes; but a complete 
nursery for epidemics, It is enclosed on three sides by lofty, 
barren, and unsightly hills, which effectually prevent the free 
circulation of air. The port is formed by a small inlet or bay, 
in which small craft may ride securely, but which will not admit 
of larger vessels. The heat in the town is almost overpowering. 
There is no inland cultivation; nearly all the fruits and vegetables 
consumed in this place are brought from the neighboring islands 
of St. Martin’s and St, Eustatius, but chiefly from St. Kitt’s. 

* We left St. Bartholomew’s on Friday morning, the 28th, and, 
on the morning of the 29th, between 9 and 10 0 *clock, we an- 
chored in St. Kitt’s Bay. As we approached this island, it ap- 
peared a perfect paradise, compared with the one we had left. 
The sun had just risen, and was now throwing his beams upon 
the most beautiful landscape I ever saw. Hills and plains covered 
with the richest shades of green, groves of tamarind and cocoa 
trees, sometimes embowering a neat and cool retreat of some 
planter, the beautiful estate buildings, many of them lime-washed, 
and in excellent keeping, and shaded by the broad-leaved banana 
and plantain tree; while the neighboring hills were crowned with 
windmills, sluggishly rolling their ponderous wings. These, com- 
bined with the variegated shades of the provision grounds, pro- 
duced a most beautiful picture. 

“The reception we met with from Brother and Sister Robbins, 
was truly warm and affectionate ; it made us feel quite at home 
amongst them, and -for their kindness ever since we feel truly 
grateful. Thankful to the Lord, our Redeemer, for the many 
manifestations of His loving kindness which we had experienced 
since we had left our dear home, we entered immediately upon 
the discharge of our duties. The following Sunday I preached 
my first Missionary sermon in the evening, from the words— 
‘ Lovest thou me?’ The Lorp was sensibly in the midst of us, 
and it is my fervent wish and prayer, that he may continue to 
favor us with health and strength to Jabor successfully in this His 
extensive vineyard.” 

* March 27th, 1832. 

‘The Missionary work both in town and country seems to 
make progress, yet we cannot boast that it is as rapid as in former 
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times. There is not that degree of eagerness, nor that ardent 
desire for the words of eternal life now, which was manifested 
in the earlier period of this Mission, and which is so well calcu- 
lated to awaken and keep alive a holy zeal in the heart of the 
laborer. But it becomes us to wait patiently for the Lorp’s good 
time, and to pray that He may renew His work as of old, and 
excite in all our hearers the desire after that knowledge which 
maketh wise unto salvation. Yet, blessed be Gop, there are still 
those to be found to whom the Gospel is precious; many who 
still esteem very highly the privilege of waiting upon the Lorp 
in the ordinances of His house, and who distinguish themselves 
by their godly walk and conversation. It is when we converse 
with them individually, that we are best able to discern the work- 
ings of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we hear the simple and 
touching narrative of Gop’s dealings with them; sometimes the 
expression of deep concern for their soul’s salvation; and not 
unfrequently an account of His chastisements, whereby the anx- 
ious inquiry—* What must I do to be saved” is extorted. One 
of the instances just mentioned came under my notice, while 
lately engaged in speaking with the baptized and candidates for 
the Holy Communion. A negro came to me, who had once been 
a communicant, but on account of transgression was excluded 
from the enjoyment of this privilege. On my adverting to the 
subject of his fall, his eyes instantly filled with tears. ‘Yes, my 
dear master,’ he exclaimed, ‘I was once among the flock of Jesus, 
one of the sheep of His fold, and He fed me well with good 
things ; but I was not satisfied, I got wild, and at night ran away 
from the flock, and got back to the world and sin. But, thanks be 
to my Lord and Saviour, He suffered me not to be lost, He came 
after me, He followed me and caught me, and now He is leading 
me back to His fold again. Oh my blessed Saviour,’ he cried, 
‘I will now follow Thee, and never leave Thee any more.’ I 
reminded him that he must not be too bold, for that Peter had 
made similar protestations, and yet fell. I admonished him, 
therefore, to watch and pray, and to persevere and hold fast the 
hope that was again given him by his good Lord and Saviour! 
‘Good, good! ah, too good! I affront Him very bad, and He 
so good to forgive me.” May the Lorp multiply such instances 
of returning prodigals. An instance of a somewhat similar kind 
occurred to me while engaged in speaking with the new people. 
One who had belonged to this class for several years, and had 
never received a call, as they term it, viz.—had never had any 
other church privilege bestowed upon him—said, ‘I have enough 
to eat and drink for the body, thanks to the Lorp, but my poor 
soul is very hungry.’ I said, if this is truly the case, Simon, I 
congratulate you with all my heart, for our Lord and Saviour 
pronounces those blessed who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness. ‘ Yes, master, but I am afraid I am too bad, too unworthy 
to be blessed. I have walked with the new people a long time, 
but Tam not tired, I am waiting with patience for the Lorp to 
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give me further grace, when it pleases Him.’ ‘'Take courage,’ 
said I,’ ‘don’t turn back, but go on, and continue to pray to the 
Lorp your Saviour, and He will hear you.’ ‘I do pray, master; 
but I am too bad; pray for me.’ | assured him I would do so, 
and he left me, apparently much encouraged. At the Mission 
Conference, held after this circumstance, [ proposed this poor 
man for further privileges, and I felt truly happy to be able to 
communicate to him the joyful intelligence that his petition was 
granted. When he called on me afterward, his countenance 
bespoke the emotions of his heart, he burst into tears, and could 
only say—‘ Thanks to my Saviour—thanks to my Master,’ &c. 
I have seen him often since, and he always tells me that he is 
happy. Oh that the Lorp would renew His work of grace 
amongst us, and grant us many similar evidences of the opera- 
tions of His Holy Spirit! D. Brecier.” 


ANTIGUA. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JOHN COLEMAN. 
(Continued from page 332.) 


“* St. John’s, January 7th, 1832. 

“The 10th of August, was a day of joy and gladness to us, and 
to many of our oldest and most faithful members ;-some of whom 
broke out into praise and thanksgiving, for what their eyes were 
favored to behold. The occasion of this heartfelt joy was the 
laying of the corner-stone of our school; a brief account of 
which will, no doubt, prove interesting to our benefactors in this 
cause; and become a means of stimulating them to increased and 
persevering exertions in affording us pecuniary aid.—At 9 o’clock, 
A. M., being the hour allowed the negroes for breakfast, we had 
notified that the ceremony would be performed; but long before 
that time, a considerable number, both of children and adults, 
had assembled in our church. From thence the children, pre- 
ceded by the superintendents and accompanied by their teachers, 
walked in procession to the spot prepared for the erection of the 
building, where they formed a circle—the girls to the right, and 
the boys to the left, with the missionaries stationed eastward. 
Around these were assembled a large number of persons, anxious 
to witness the solemn transaction. Most of the boys, and all the 
girls, were clothed in white dresses, forming a singular but pleas- 
ing contrast to their sable countenances. The service was opened 
with the hymn—* Before Jenovan’s awful throne,” &c. Heart 
and voice joined in the singing, during a pause in which, the cor- 
ner-stone was laid. Brother Harvey then offered up a most im- 
pressive prayer; fervently entreating the ever-biessed Gop, our 
Saviour, to lift up the light of His countenance upon us, and to 
prosper and establish the work of our hands; supplicating the 
choicest blessings on all, in every place, who should aid and fur- 
ther this work of Gop; and, that as the building about to be 
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erected was intended to promote the present and eternal benefit 
of the lamb’s of Curist’s flock, so He would graciously cause 
the Holy Scriptures, and the all-saving name of Jesus, to be ever 
dear to those who should either give or receive instruction therein ; 
in order, that from the generations present and to come, the 
earthly courts of the Lorp may continually be replenished with 
a succession of faithful servants and sincere worshippers, whose 
life and conversation should adorn the doctrine of Gop our Sa- 
viour, in all things; and who, after affording proof of their grati- 
tude to their teachers and benefactors, should, at length, join the 
song of the redeemed above: “ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain,” &c. The service was then concluded by the singing of a 
hymn, and the doxology. In the afternoon, the children partook 
of a love-feast provided for them, at which many adults were 
present. Afterward, they were addressed by Brother Coleman 
from Dan. xii. 4. “Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased.” During this discourse, the children, as cus- 
tomary at all their meetings, were called upon to repeat many 
passages of Scripture, bearing upon the subject treated of, which 
they did.to our satisfaction and edification, particularly part of 
the 10th chapter of Romans. At the close of this meeting, we 
called upon all present to come forward and assist in defraying 
the heavy expense of erecting the school—assuring them, that 
the smallest contributions would be thankfully received, and 
prove to our friends at home, that they, for whose benefit the 
work is undertaken, are really interested in it, and give of their 
penury willingly. And it is with unfeigned pleasure I am able 
to add, that the children were the first to begin the subscription, 
and that they have continued to bring their mites up to the pre- 
sent time. What we have received from them and other friends 
amounts to above £20 currency; of which sum, about £15 has 
been given by the children. This has been stated publicly, in 
the hope that the zeal of these little ones would provoke many 
to love and to good works. Joun CoLeman.” 


[Translated for the Missionary Intelligencer. } 


LETTER OF THANKS FROM BROTHER JOHN LEHMAN, DATED NEW- 
HERRNHUT, GREENLAND, 4th JUNE, 1831, TO BROTHER BENJAMIN 
MORTIMER, OF NEW-YORK. 


(This letter did not come to hand till 24th November, 1832.] 


Dear Brotner,—Though we are personally unknown to each 
other, yet, being closely united in the bonds of Christian love 
and sympathy, you have, on various occas‘ons, in the name of 
yourself and others, shown your kind remembrance of us, your 
unworthy fellow-servants in the Lorp’s work, who are stationed 
in this remote and inhospitable northern country, and of the dear 
Greenlanders whom we have the favor to serve here in the ever 
blessed Gospel of Jesus Curist. Quite lately, you forwarded 
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to us again, through our dear Brother Reuss of Copenhagen, the 
very liberal present of a much respected lady of your city, who 
withholds her name as donor. We rejoice truly, at such a token 
of continued brotherly love and friendship, from your highly 
favored and happy country; and request this good friend to ac- 
cept our best thanks for it, with the assurance of our prayers, 
that the Gop of all mercies may 4bundantly bestow upon her, and 
her whole family, every grace and blessing, both now and ever- 
more! It is a source of much comfort to us, that, while cir- 
cumstances have of late years, rendered our situation and labors 
among our dear Greenlanders, far more difficult and trying to us 
in some respects, than they were formerly; yet at the same 
time, those who take share in, and pray for the progress of the 
work of Gop, do not forget us, but supplicate with us at the 
throne of grace, that, let the course of things here be what it 
will, we may be ever endowed, through the good Spirit of Gop, 
with all the requisite courage, power, and wisdom, for the due 
discharge of the important work intrusted to us. And we have 
abundant cause to be thankful, that though our earthly lot is 
humble, we can still be full of good hope and joy in our Saviour; 
being enabled to trust in His infinite mercy, that when our labors 
in His service here shall be ended, our eternal portion with Him 
will be unspeakably great and blessed ! 

As to the state of the congregation of Greenlanders committed 
to our charge, we can bear witness, to the praise of our Lord 
and Saviour, that the greater part of them plainly show, by their 
lives and conversation, that they are led by His good Spirit, to 
demean themselves in a manner worthy of their Christian profes- 
sion. At the same time, it remains true, that human depravity 
frequently discovers itself among them. We have in particular 
to lament, that through the measures adopted of late years by 
the colonial government here, and now more rigidly enforced 
than ever, the requisite care of, and attention to, the Green- 
landers on our part, is accompanied with much additional difficulty, 
and can often not at all be shown them. The new orders here 
referred to, require, that the greater part of our Greenland con- 
verts, are in future, during the whole winter, (which is here very 
long,) to take up their permanent abodes, in small parties, at the 
various places designated for them by the Danish Company’s 
Agents; some of which locations are not only very far distant 
from all the Missionary stations, but also from each other. In 
consequence of this, those individuals belonging to us, who, on 
account of their lukewarm and careless, or worldly-minded state, 
or for other reasons, most need our diligent instruction, and vigi- 
lant oversight, now come but seldom to church, or school, or on 
a visit to us. And to follow, and usefully seek after such per- 
sons, at their hunting and fishing places, is, in this climate, espe- 
cially in winter, too trying for the health and constitution of any 
European ; and can frequently, in no way. whatever, be effected 


by us. This is a subject which, on many accounts, occasions us 
Vou. IV.—48 
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deep concern, and leads us often to pray to our dear Lorp to 
direct and help us! The object of this new system is not at all 
a desire to injure the mission in any respect; but it has been 
adopted, we believe, solely with the view to promote the interests 
of trade and commerce. 

Nearly all of us European Brethren and Sisters, have, for a 
considerable time past, been favored by our Lorp with good 
health. For three months last winter, I had however to suffer 
much from a severe complaint in my feet, to which I have here- 
tofore been subject; and my dear wife, at the same time, lay dan- 
gerously ill for four weeks of a bilious fever. But our dear 
Lorp—the best Physician for all our maladies—was graciously 
pleased, in answer to our prayers, to give His blessing to the 
means used for our recovery, so that we were both restored again 
to our former health and vigor. 

The last winter, like the two that immediately preceded it, was, 
for this northern climate, quite moderate. Our coldest weather 
was in the month of March, when the thermometer stood at 134 
degrees, according to Reaumur. ‘The usual degree of cold during 
the winter was 10 degrees below zero. On the ocean, our Green- 
landers were very successful in their customary pursuits; and the 
trade which they carried on with the Danish factors at the colo- 
nies, in seal’s oil, and deer, seal, and fox skins, was this year 
considerable. There have been no contagious diseases of late 
among them. Catarrh fevers are every year more or less preva- 
lent in this cold country; and are sometimes attended with much 
danger, and even prove fatal. On all such occasions, we endeavor 
to assist our people as well as we can, with good advice, medi- 
cine, and other help. Our dear Greenlanders are accustomed to 
ask counsel and assistance of us, with unlimited confidence, in 
all sickness, distress, and trouble; but in winter, when many of 
them are far distant from here, and travelling in unfavorable 
weather, is even for them extremely difficult, their coming hither 
is often prevented by insuperable hindrances. During the last 
winter, applications were however twice made here from the 
abodes of some of them, nearly eighty miles from us, for medi- 
cine, bread, and articles for soup, for sick persons. As the Green- 
landers are all, properly speaking, poor, as to this world’s goods, 
and at best enjoy but little of the comforts of civilized life, we 
of course consider it as belonging to our missionary duties, to aid 
them gratuitously, whenever they are seriously ill, or otherwise 
stand evidently in need of relief from us: and this is always done 
with the greatest readiness and pleasure, and as far as our limited 
means will permit. 

On the 19th January, 1833, it will be just one hundred years 
since the commencement of the mission of the Church of the 
Brethren in Greenland ; in reference to which new period in our 
history, we all pray fervently before the throne of grace, that 
this now flourishing and blooming tree, of the Lorp’s own plant- 
ing, may bring forth more and more fruit, to the glory of His 
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own name, and the salvation of many souls: and that the great 
light, which, through the preaching of the Gospel, has so happily 
arisen upon this once benighted people, may never be taken away 
from them, but continue to shine brighter and brighter, till it 
enlightens with divine life, every remaining dark corner of the 
dreary region which they inhabit: that thus the kingdom of our 
dear Lorp may come among them with increased power, grace, 
and blessing; and our adorable Redeemer may, more richly 
than ever heretofore, see here of the travail of his soul, and be 
satisfied. 

To conclude, we commend ourselves to you, dear Brother, and 
all our Brethren and Sisters, and to the lovers of our Lord Jesus 
Curist, and His work on earth, of every name, whom this letter 
may reach, entreating the fervent prayers of all of you in our 
behalf, that we may be graciously supported and aided from on 
high, amidst the many embarrassing and perplexing difficulties, 
which are now, more than for many years heretofore, connected 
with our call here in our dear Lorp’s service! And may the 
peace of Gop, which passeth all understanding, be and remain 
with all of you! 

We beg that this expression of our cordial salutations, and 
warmest thanks and requests to you, and all our beloved Brethren 
and friends in your part of the world, may come safely to hand, 
and be made known wherever an especial share appears to be 
taken, in the present peculiar circumstances of the Greenland 
Mission, so long established, and so much endeared to us! ‘This 
is in particular the wish and prayer of 


Your very affectionate Brother, 
Joun LEHMAN. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER J. REUSS, DATED COPEN- 
HAGEN (DENMARK), 25th AUGUST, 1832, TO BROTHER BENJAMIN 
MORTIMER, OF NEW-YORK. 


Tue enclosed letter from Brother Lehman, in Greenland, I 
received last fall, but could not till now hear of any safe con- 
veyance for it direct from here. This letter relates, I suppose, 
to the donation remitted by you to me, for the Greenland Mission. 
Ihave no letter for you from the three other congregations in 
Greenland; but am requested by the Missionaries at all those 
settlements, to return their cordial salutations and best thanks, 
for the welcome present sent them by their much respected un- 
known friend. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE 


CIPTY FOR FROFPAGATIAG THE COBPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN 
RETHLENES aratet 
Pune Qhet day of August being the anniversary of the com- 


meneement of the United Brethren's Missions among the Heathen, 
has very appropriately been fixed upon as the regular day for the 
annual meeting of this Society, whose only object is the further- 
ance of the Gospel among Heathen nations bythe Missionary 
labors of the United Brethren. In the present year, this day 
calls forth, in an vawonted degree, our warmest and deepest 
emotions. lt is the Centenary Jubilee for the commemoration 
of the above important event. All the members of our little Zion 
thie dey have cause to look back with adoring gratitude upon one 
hundred years of uninterrupted blessings, vouchsafed by the 
Lore upon a work, commenced from a childlike sense of duty, 
and with impleit reliance upon his promises,—and continued in 
the same spirit down to the present time. How much more ought 
this retrospect to excite such grateful feelings in the minds of 
those, who, like the members of this Society, are among the 
active promoters of that great and blessed work of the Lorp! 
Perhaps there are but few instances on record in the history 
of the Chureh of Curist, since the days of the Apostles, more 
striking than that which the annals of the Brethren’s Missions 
afford, relative to the fulfilment of our Lorp’s parting command 
to His disciples, to preach the Gospel to all nations—few, that 
bear a stronger testimony to the truth, that His divine power can 
render the humblest means and the weakest instruments effectual 
to the accomplishment of His glorious designs. When, on the 
ist of August, 1732, a young man, like Leonard Dober, with 
a few dollars in his pocket, accompanied by David Nitschman, 
who was not better provided than himself, departed from Herrn- 
hut, to search out, at the distance of 4000 miles, a poor negro 
slave in St. Thomas, concerning whom they had understood, that 
she had an earnest desire to know, whether she and her com- 
panions in slavery might entertain any hope of eternal life,— 
who could have anticipated, that after the lapse of 100 years, 
thousands and tens of thousands of Heathen, from the most dis- 
tant zones and the most different nations, would join, on the same 
day, in rendering their grateful homage to the Lamb slain for the 
unspeakable benefits, which that event proved the signal of con- 
veying to them and their benighted countrymen. On this auspi- 
cious day, hosts from among the most abject negro slaves, num- 
bers from among the wretched inhabitants of the ice-bound shores 
of the Northern Ocean, multitudes from South Africa, whose 
title to belong to the human species was disputed a century ago,— 
together with a chosen band from the savage aborigines of our 
own country,—who hac received the Gospel through the instru- 
mentality of our Brethren, and experienced its saving power, 
having finished their course and kept the faith, now join in songs 
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of praise around the throne of Gop and the Lamb. And other 
thousands, of the same nations, still here below, under the guar 
dian care of the Great Shepherd, who, by the labors of ou 
Brethren, has caused them to be sought, found, and united with 
Mis dock, are this day rendering unto Him their grateful homage 
in His earthly courts, for the blessed hope of everlasting life in 
which they are permitted to participate. 

Nor are these direct and immediate fruits, gathered in from the 
Heathen after one hundred years of faithful exertions, the only 
thank-offerings brought before the Lorn this day. We also ac- 
knowledge, with humble gratitude, the indirect consequences 
which have resulted from those feeble efforts of our little Zion, 
toward the extension of the kingdom of Gop. The example and 
success of our Brethren has been as a fire kindled on a mount- 
ain. It proved a signal for the co-operation of other Protestant 
Churches, in possession of far more ample means, toward preach- 
ing the Gospel to every creature ; and these united endeavors have 
been signally blest. Thus the light, which was struck a hun- 
dred years ago, has extended its benign influence farther and 
farther among the benighted nations of the earth. 

The more we call to mind the truly wonderful history of our 
Missions for a century past, the stronger must be our conviction, 
that it is not the work of man, but the work of Gov, which we 
contemplate. It was no small matter, that the mere idea of car- 
rying the Gospel to distant Heathen, without the least prospect 
of human aid, would arise among a little community of Moravian 
exiles and other pious souls who joined them, at a time when they 
had just turned their backs upon all their worldly possessions, 
and had to depend for a scanty subsistence on their individual 
industry. Still, if similar instances of faith and devotedness may 
be pointed out, it remains a fact almost unexampled, that such an 
impulse should continue to operate for one hundred years among 
a community, scarcely more efficient in numbers and in means, 
im proportion to the extent of its increasing operations, than at 
the first beginning. Nor can it be regarded scarcely less than a 
miracle, annually repeated amidst changes of times and circum- 
stances, and the vastly augmented expenses of cultivating the 
constantly extending field of Jabor, that the Lorp has at all times 
furnished the pecuniary resources requisite,—and that frequently 
in the most unexpected manner. How wonderfully did the Lorp 
direct the attention of thousands, in nowise connected with the 
Brethren’s Church, toward the great work intrusted to her, at 
the precise moment, when events on the European continent had 
essentially diminished the resources of her members and more 
immediate friends, who till then had been the only supporters of 
her Missions among the Heathen. Nor can this Society in par- 
ticular, on the present occasion, forget to render praises to the 
Lorp for His wonderful interposition, by which, after many years 
of hopeless endeavors, we have of late been enabled to aid the 
Missionary fund of our Church in a degree, which never could 
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have been foreseen; and this again at a period, when new diffi- 
culties, arising from the spirit of the times, seem to threaten the 
diminution of other resources abroad. 

But, we justly consider it as equally worthy of devout admira- 
tion, that we can no less clearly trace the finger of Gop in the 
internal concerns of our Missions. It was not only in the days 
of our first love, and of recently enkindled zeal for the service 
of the Lorp, that men like Leonard Dober, Tobias Leupold, 
Matthew Stach, Frederic Boenish, Christian Rauch, and other 
heroes in faith, awakened by the Spirit of Gop, and sacrificing 
every thing most dear to man, even life itself, devoted all their 
powers to this noble cause,~but, to this day, notwithstanding our 
exceedingly limited numbers, the same influence of divine grace 
has continued uninterruptedly for a hundred years, and in pro- 
portion to the enlarged field of Missionary labors, to supply a 
succession of Brethren and Sisters, who consecrated all their 
energies to the cause of the Gospel among the Heathen. At this 
moment, we find more than 200 of these faithful servants and 
hand maids of the Lorp, laboring in upward of 40 different stations, 
and constituting the third generation of Missionary heralds, ac- 
tively engaged amidst all the privations incident to their arduous 
calling; while many hundreds have already sacrificed their lives 
in the service. Among this host of witnesses, we rejoice this 
day to recognise those who have gone forth from among the 
members of this Society; and are happy to know, that others are 
awaiting a similar call, ready to follow the voice of their Lorp. 
And while a majority of our Society have some other duty allotted 
to them in His service at home, or are of those who must tarry 
in the camp,—there is still no lack of opportunity for these, like- 
wise, to participate warmly and actively in the great work of the 
conversion of the Gentiles. ; 

When, after such a retrospect of the past, we turn our eyes 
upon the future, ought not our zeal and courage to be power- 
fully revived, and our confidence and hope greatly increased, 
to go on in a course so manifestly sanctioned and blest by our 
Master’ May we not flatter ourselves, that this day’s review of 
the astonishing things which the Lorp hath wrought, may pro- 
duce an effect in all our congregations, not unlike that, which 
was occasioned at Herrnhut, a century ago, by the simple state- 
ment of the negro Anthony, concerning the wretehed condition 
of his companions in slavery, and their total ignorance of the 
way of salvation; and that many among us may be prompted 
to pursue the same path of duty, trodden by our fathers, and now 
free from many of those difficulties, which our first Missionaries 
had to encounter ’ 

It is true, that, at this moment, we can observe more clouds 
gathering in the horizon, than have for some time past obscured 
the prospect,—and particularly in that very quarter, where our 
Brethren first beheld the Sun of Righteousness breaking through 
the mists of heathen darkness. A crisis seems impending in ds 
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West India Islands, the uncertain issue of which cannot but fll 
the mind with anxious anticipations. A conflict has commenced, 
consequent on the discrepancy of the situation of the slaves with 
the more enlightened conceptions of mankind on that subject; 
and the influence of these circumstances has already become too 
perceptible, both in diverting the mind of the slaves themselves, 
by the hope of civil freedom, from the more glorious liberty of 
the children of Gop, and in impeding the work of our Missiona- 
ries, who agreeably to the principles of the Brethren, would in 
no way interfere with these questions of a merely political nature. 
Yet, of how little moment are all these threatening tempests, 
compared with the impenetrable darkness which shrouded the 
prospects of Dober and his Brethren, one hundred years ago. 
How then should we be wanting in faith, instead of being confi- 
dent in hope, that, when dangers are at their height, the hand 
of the Lorp will interpose, and His voice speak the tempest 
into a calm. 

One thing only would cause us just anxiety—one thing only 
could endanger the work intrusted to the United Brethren ; and 
that would be, if at any time the zeal of the members of our 
Church should relax, and indifference toward the cause become 
prevalent; if the Church, to which the Lorp hath committed so 
precious a charge, should cease to be animated by the right spirit, 
and many of those, who apparently belong to our number, should, 
by reason of their own preference for the things of this world, 
lose all desire to aid in rendering others partakers of an eternal 
inheritance. May the Lorp graciously preserve us from such a 
state of apathy’ May the present commemoration contribute to 
guard us against the most distant approach of the danger, and 
may all the members of the Brethren’s Unity be imbued anew 
with a sincere desire to be the Lorv’s, who hath purchased us 
with His own blood, and to contribute, after the example of our 
ancestors, as much as lieth in them, toward the extension of His 
blessed kingdom, until the ends of the earth shall be full of His 
glory. 

Finally, the Board of Directors report to the Society, that the 
funds intrusted to them have been duly managed, and their avails 
applied to the aid of the United Brethren’s Missions among the 
Heathen. No less than $10,500 have been passed to the account 
of the Missions during the course of the year; and the Directors 
now call upon all the members of this Society to unite with them 
in returning grateful thanks to the Lorp for His goodness, in 
having been pleased to render our association thus eminently ser- 
viceable in the glorious cause. 


1. On the 5th of October, Brother and Sister Adam Haman, 
accompanied by our best wishes and prayers, sailed from New- 
York for Kingston, in the Island of Jamaica, where they are 
ealled to labor as Missionaries. Brother Haman had been en- 
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gaged in the same service for a number of years among the In- 
dians at New-Fairfield, U. C. 

Letters from Brother Haman announce their safe arrival on 
the 22d of October, after a prosperous voyage of 17 days. 

2. Matthew Farquharson, Esquire, and Lady, warm and active 
friends of our Mission in Jamaica, after a short excursion to the 
United States, for the benefit of their health, set sail, November 
5th, from New-York, on their return to that Island. We are 
happy to state, that they too have safely arrived at Kingston, 
agreeably to advices received. 


TABLE OF BAPTISMS, DEATHS, &c. 


In the seven Missionary Stations of the United Brethren in the Danish Islands 
of St. Thomas, St. Croiz, and St. John’s, from 1732 to 1832. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST 
To the Society of the United Brethren for Propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathen. 
I give and bequeath unto “The Society of the United Brethren 
for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen,” at Bethichem, 
Pennsyivania, the sum of ——  ——  —— 
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